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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 

 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in 
alliance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
Details as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are Closed for July, 2017  
 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our 
introductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 
2ndand4thSaturday of month from 2 PM to 5 
PM, Prior registration is must and for that 
contact our office. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

 

  51st Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida 29th, 30th & 31st Oct, 
2017 with Guided Tour to a Dairy Farm plus 
a milk processing plant. 

For more information please follow the link: 
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown
loads/downloads/training/3_49th%20DEDP%20
BROCHURE%20.pdf 

 

Suruchi is launching 2nd Second Level Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(DEDP- Level II) 2017 one week intensive 
hand on Dairy Plant. To be held on 3rd to 8th 
Oct, 2017. 

For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

Suruchi is launching 1st Second Level Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(DEDP- Level II) 2017 one week intensive 
hand on Dairy Farm. Dates will be 
announced soon. 

 For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

 

Suruchi is launching 1st Global Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(GDEDP) the dates will announce soon. 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageD
ownloads/downloads/training/5_1st%20%2
0GDEDP%20BROCHURE.pdf 

Suruchi has launched 1st Online Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(ODEDP). It is 12 weeks program. 
Registrations are open. Watch 
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 
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Indian News 

 

Animal Health/Protection 

Increase in Attacks related to Cow Vigilantism under Narendra Modi 

Government: Report 
 

 Out of the 63 attacks that were reported over a span of eight years, 5% faded away without any reports 

of the attackers being arrested  

By NewsGram - August 19, 2017.  

https://www.newsgram.com/increase-in-attacks-cow-vigilantism-modi-govt/ 

 

 report by IndiaSpend suggests that 

Muslims were the target of 51% of 

violence centered on issues related to cow for 

over eight years The report is based on the 

survey of reports in English language media 

available online since 2010 86% of those killed 

in the incidents related to cow protectionism, 

according to the report, were Muslims New 

Delhi, August 19, 2017: Cow vigilantism and the 

violence related to it is not an unfamiliar story 

in India these days. But a report by IndiaSpend 

has highlighted the scale of the issue. According 

to a survey that took into account the reports in 

IndiaSpend, the data was accessible online since 

2010- it claims that Muslims were the target of 

51% of violence that centered on issues related 

to cow for over eight years, 2010-2017, making 

them 86% of the 28 Indians that were killed in 

63 incidents related to cow protectionism. 97% 

of these incidents, according to IndiaSpend, 

were reported after the Modi government 

came to power in 2014. 32 of the 63 cases were 

from the states that BJP governed when the 

incidents were reported. No less than 124 

people were injured in these attacks, more than 

half of which were only based on rumors. 20 

such attacks were reported in the first six 

months of 2017, more than 75% of that in 2016, 

making it the worst year for cow-related 

violence. The attacks included a range of crimes 

such as mob lynching, murder, attempt to 

murder, harassment, assault and even gang 

rape. These attacks were reported from 19 of 

the 29 states of India, with Northern states, 

especially Uttar Pradesh and Haryana topping 

the list. 13 of the total 63 cases were reported 

from the Southern and Eastern states, with six 

being reported from Karnataka. Northeast 

accounted for only one incident, in which two 

men were murdered in Assam, on 30th April 

2017. “Lynching does not find mention in the 

Indian Penal Code. No particular law has been 

passed to deal with lynching. Absence of a 

codified law to deal with mob violence or 

lynching makes it difficult to deliver justice in 

the cases of riots. However, Section 223(a) of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 says that 

persons or a mob involved in the same offense 

in the same act can be tried together. But, this 

has not proved to have given enough legal teeth 

to (the) justice delivery system. – India Today, 

25 June 2017”  Out of the 63 attacks that were 

A 

https://www.newsgram.com/increase-in-attacks-cow-vigilantism-modi-govt/
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reported over a span of eight years, 5% faded 

away without any reports of the attackers being 

arrested. In 13 attacks (21%), police registered 

cases against the victims or the survivors. In 23 

attacks, the attackers were mobs or people 

belonging to the Hindu groups such as the 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal and local 

Gau Rakshak Samitis. From 2010 to 2017, which 

is the period being considered, the first attack 

of cow related violence, in which four people 

were injured and three were arrested, occurred 

in Joga town in Mansa district, Punjab, on June 

10, 2012. “Led by activists of the Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad and the Gowshala Sangh, villagers 

gathered in the morning and broke into the 

premises of the factory…The mob went on the 

rampage damaging the factory and setting 

ablaze the houses of at least two of those 

running the unit, Ajaib Singh and Mewa Singh,” 

reported The Hindu the next day. In August 

2016, in Mewat, Haryana, a woman, and her 14-

year-old cousin were, allegedly, gang raped 

after they were accused of eating beef. On May 

30, 2017, a Ph.D. scholar in IIT Madras, was 

attacked for eating beef, when he was at a 

vegetarian mess on the campus. 33 out of the 

63 attacks since 2010 were based on rumors. In 

a recent case on April 21, 2017, Pehlu Khan, a 

55-year-old dairy farmer from Alwar in 

Rajasthan, was beaten to death, on suspicion of 

carrying cattle for slaughter. Also Read: We 

need to take Action Against the ‘Communal 

Violence in the name of Cow’ : PM Narendra 

Modi On June 11, 2017, in Rajasthan, officials of 

the Animal Husbandry Department of Tamil 

Nadu’s government were attacked by cow 

vigilantes, for transporting cows in five trucks, 

mentioned the Indian Express report. The fact 

that they had a no-objection certificate (NOC) 

and official permission from police and other 

authorities did not prove any help. Massive 

protests have had happened in states like 

Kerala, West Bengal, and in the Northeast, since 

the Centre decided to modify an existing law 

against cruelty to animals, to ban sale and 

purchase of cattle for slaughter. The Threat of 

cow vigilantism, after all, has only 

been increasing.. Read more at: 

https://www.newsgram.com/increase-in-

attacks-cow-vigilantism-modi-govt/ 
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Marketing 

Heritage Foods sees boost from value added products 
 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/heritage-foods-sees-boost-from-value-added-products/article9832268.ece 

HYDERABAD, AUGUST 27:   

 

eritage Foods Ltd is seeking to increase its 
business from value added products to 40 

per cent from the current 24 per cent. 

It has charted out a strategy to achieve a 
turnover of ₹6,000 crore by 2022. The company 
recently announced a strategic tie-up with 
French dairy company Novandie for value 
added products and a proposal to set up a new 
unit through the venture. 

Heritage, founded by Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, organised its 
silver jubilee celebrations recently. 

For Q1 FY17, the company reported a 32 per 
cent increase in revenue and attributed it to 
rebranding and acquisition of the Reliance Dairy 
business. 

With a bigger market presence, Heritage Foods 
has emerged a national player after its entry 
into western markets, it said. 

 

Farmers turn to dairy farming milk in Kochi plantations 
 

By Chandrakanth Viswanath  |  Express News Service  |   Published: 27th August 2017 12:05 PM  |   

Last Updated: 27th August 2017 12:05 PM   

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2017/aug/27/farmers-turn-to-dairy-farming-milk-in-kochi-plantations-

1648643.html 

 

OCHI: Till a few years ago, when those 
from the Kanjirappally area referred to 

‘paal’ (milk), it meant latex. The notion, in terms 
of farming, is undergoing a slow change. It now 
also brings into focus cow milk, with an 
increasing number of persons taking a plunge 
into dairy farming. For K C Thomas, whose day 
starts at 4.30 am, the first job is to clean the 
cowshed. It takes another two hours before 
seven cows are milked. He himself delivers the 
milk to houses within a two-km radius. 

His next task is cutting grass for the cows, 
lasting up to 4 pm, before his second milking 
session starts. “I had rubber in my four acres. As 

the income dropped and with demand for milk 
rising, I increased the number of cows. It is a job 
demanding our attention on an hourly basis. 
But it yields a decent income,” said Thomas, 
heading a five-member family. 

Less than a km away lives Dennis Joseph, one of 
his relatives. “Though we had cows at our house 
for long, I started to rear more cows when I 
found it a profitable business. However, it is not 
profitable to rear cows yielding less than eight 
litres in the morning. Dairy farming gives me 
enough income to lead a good life. These days, 
the veterinary department is very supportive 
too,” he said. 

 

H 

K 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/heritage-foods-sees-boost-from-value-added-products/article9832268.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/author/Chandrakanth-Viswanath
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2017/aug/27/farmers-turn-to-dairy-farming-milk-in-kochi-plantations-1648643.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2017/aug/27/farmers-turn-to-dairy-farming-milk-in-kochi-plantations-1648643.html
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Karnataka: Tougher norms for sale of milk products 
 

DECCAN CHRONICLE. | ROHAN RAMESH 

PublishedAug 25, 2017, 5:42 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/250817/karnataka-tougher-norms-for-sale-of-milk-products.html 

 

n a notification on August 4, FSSAI has laid 

down stringent quality standards for milk and 

milk products. 

Bengaluru: In a major step that will keep milk 

producers on their toes, the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has 

introduced rigorous standards for milk and milk 

products to be commercially sold in the 

country. 

In a notification on August 4, FSSAI has laid 

down stringent quality standards for milk and 

milk products. Strict quality norms have been 

prescribed for curds, khova, sweetened milk 

and ice cream. 

Karnataka Milk Federation which markets the 

Nandini brand, as well as private producers 

such as Heritage, Dodla, Good Life etc will have 

to comply with these norms. 

The standards cover a range of fresh definitions 

and standards including fat percentage, 

pasteurisation, boiling, milk products, additives, 

etc. The standards also apply to goat and camel 

milk. 

For instance, the Minimum Milk Fat (MMF) 

content and minimum milk solids not-fat (SNF) 

content for buffalo milk in Karnataka is set at 5 

per cent and 9 per cent respectively. For cow 

milk, the MMF is 3.2 percent SNF 8.3. Milk 

cannot be sold if the fat and SNF content is 

below the required percentage. 

 

KMF sells mainly cow milk, although it markets 

buffalo milk in northern Karnataka. 

In various types of milk marketed by KMF under 

its Nandini brand the fat content ranges from 

1.5 percent in double toned milk, to 3.0 per 

cent in toned milk, 4.5 per cent in standardized 

milk, to 6 per cent in Full Cream Milk.  

This means that KMF will have to increase the 

MMF in its double toned and toned milk. The 

FSSAI’s new norms define ‘Milk’ as “…the 

normal mammary secretion derived from 

complete milking of healthy milch animal, 

without either addition thereto or extraction 

therefrom, unless otherwise provided in these 

regulations and it shall be free from colostrum.” 

The quality standards apply to a host of milk 

products including cheese and processed 

cheese; chhana, skimmed milk Chhana and 

paneer; condensed milk sweetened and 

unsweetened; cream; curd, skimmed milk curd, 

dahi; ghee, butter oil; ice cream, infant milk 

food; khova; malai; milk derivatives such as 

whey proteins, casein, lactose; milk ices, milk 

lollies, kulfi; all kinds of skimmed milk powder, 

table butter and white butter; and yogurt. 

As for ice creams, milk lollies and kulfis, the 

standards laid cover parameters such Total 

Solids Minimum, Weight minimum grams/litres, 

and milk protein.   

I 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/byline/rohan-ramesh
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/250817/karnataka-tougher-norms-for-sale-of-milk-products.html
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Amul cuts skimmed milk prices by 6-7 per cent on weak domestic demand 
 

This decision has accounted for a decrease of the prices by about Rs 10 per kg making the the current 

prices of SMPs to be around Rs 220 per kg. 

By Franchise India Bureau 

https://news.franchiseindia.com/restaurant/Amul-cuts-skimmed-milk-prices-by-6-7-per-cent-on-weak-domestic-

demand.n14752 

 

ujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing 
Federation Ltd (GCMMF), which sells its 

products under the Amul brand has decided to 
cut the prices of its skimmed milk products 
(SMPs) by 6-7 per cent across all varieties. This, 
according to experts, is the result of the sharp 
decline in demand during the ongoing lean 
season, coupled with a sharp increase in supply. 

This decision has accounted for a decrease of 
the prices by about Rs 10 per kg making the the 
current prices of SMPs to be around Rs 220 per 
kg. 

"We have cut maximum retail price (MRP) of 
skimmed milk powder by six-seven per cent 
across all varieties recently because of weak 
demand from consumers. SMP prices are likely 
to remain subdued in coming months due to 
the commencement of new milk supply 
season," said R S Sodhi, managing director, 
GCMMF. 

The price decline, however, is unlikely to impact 
farmers’ realisations for the supply of liquid 

milk as dairy companies are preparing to absorb 
a squeeze in margins from lower prices. "Dairy 
companies in Maharashtra have posted lower 
profit margins for June quarter due to increase 
in milk procurement prices. Milk prices, 
however, are unlikely to decline because of a 
cut in SMP prices," said Shirish Upadhyay, 
senior vice-president (strategic planning), Parag 
Milk Foods Ltd, the producer of Gowardhan 
brand milk and cheese. 

An Edelweiss Securities report said that the 
average milk procurement price for Prabhat 
Dairy stood at Rs 27.1 for the April–June quarter 
of 2017, up by five per cent from the 
corresponding quarter last year and down by 
around five per cent from the previous 
sequential quarter. 

However, dairy producers are having a hard 
time on the exports as the prices prevailing in 
the international markets are 20 per cent less 
than the domestic market. 

 

 
 

 

G 

https://news.franchiseindia.com/restaurant/Amul-cuts-skimmed-milk-prices-by-6-7-per-cent-on-weak-domestic-demand.n14752
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WB cabinet nod to divest Metro Dairy stake to Keventer Agro 
 

Kolkata, Aug 23 (PTI) West Bengal cabinet today gave its nod to divest the state government's equity in 

Metro Dairy and sell it to Keventer Agro. 

By PTI Feeds | Published: August 23, 2017 11:09 PM IST 

http://www.india.com/news/agencies/wb-cabinet-nod-to-divest-metro-dairy-stake-to-keventer-agro-2423397/ 

 

olkata, Aug 23 (PTI) West Bengal cabinet 
today gave its nod to divest the state 

government’s equity in Metro Dairy and sell it 
to Keventer Agro. 

Keventer Agro which has 53 per cent stake in 
Metro Diary will get complete control over the 
company, a senior minister said after the 
cabinet meeting. 

Metro Dairy is the country’s first dairy project in 
public-private partnership model that began in 
the early ’90s. 

Keventer Agro, it was learnt, has been the sole 
bidder at the e-auction open tender floated 
earlier this year and had offered Rs 85.5 crore. 

Metro Dairy was set up as a tripartite venture 
among the West Bengal Milk Producers 
Federation Ltd, Keventer Agro and the National 
Dairy Development Board (NDDB). 

NDDB later sold its 10 per cent stake to 
Keventer Agro. 

The state government owns majority share of 
the West Bengal Milk Producers Federation Ltd. 

This is published unedited from the PTI feed. 

 

Milkbasket raises pre-series A round from Blume, others 
The pre-series A funding is the third round of funding raised by the company. 

PTI  |  August 23, 2017, 16:11 IST 

http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery/milkbasket-raises-pre-series-a-round-from-

blume-others/60191567 

 

 

ilkbasket, a micro-
delivery grocery startup, today said it has 

secured an undisclosed amount 
of funding from Blume Ventures, Lenovo Capital 
and Incubator Group (LCIG). 

The pre-series A funding is the third round of 
funding raised by the company. 

In December, a few Milkbasket customers 
together with Empower Investment, Hofan 
Capital and Draphant participated in their 
second round of funding, it said in a statement. 

The funding will be utilised to expand 
operations across Gurgaon and hire manpower 
in technology, supply chain, and operations 
departments, it added.

K 

M 

http://www.india.com/author/pti-feeds/
http://www.india.com/news/agencies/wb-cabinet-nod-to-divest-metro-dairy-stake-to-keventer-agro-2423397/
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery/milkbasket-raises-pre-series-a-round-from-blume-others/60191567
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery/milkbasket-raises-pre-series-a-round-from-blume-others/60191567
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/milkbasket
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/funding
http://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/blume
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Sankalpamto Siddi to double income of farmers within 5 yrs 
 

THE HANS INDIA |    Aug 22,2017 , 12:56 AM IST 

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Andhra-Pradesh/2017-08-22/Sankalpamto-Siddi-to-double--income-of--farmers-

within-5-yrs/320757 

 

untur: Union minister of state for Science 
and Technology Y Sujana Chowdary 

launched ‘Sankalpamto  Siddi’ programme at  a 
meeting held in the Sri Venkateswara 
Vignan  Mandiram  in  Guntur city on 
Monday  to double  income  of farmers by 2022. 
Sri S.V. Veterinary University and Krishi  Vignan 
Kendra jointly  conducted the programme. 

Speaking  on this occasion,  he said the aim of 
the Prime Minister Narendra  Modi is to double 
the income of the farmers within  next 
five  years.   He said, Narendra 
Modi   after  discussing  with the 
intellectuals,  has given green 
signal  to  implement  the  scheme.   

He said, though  several  governments 
framed  policies to  increase income  of 
the  farmers,  they did not take  any action.  He 
urged the  farmers  to mount  pressure  on the 
people’s representatives to solve their 
problems and  reminded that effective  steps 
have been taken by the Chief  Minister  N. 
Chandrababu Naidu to solve problems  of 
the  farmers. 

He said  under  the new programme,  there will 
be  focus on irrigation  projects to supply water 
to the agriculture fields.  He said the Centre will 
bear expenditure  for the construction  of  the 
Polavaram multi-purpose  project. He said, 
there is a need to supply quality seeds, 
pesticides to the farmers to get 
better  yield  and need  to create  awareness 
on  quality of seeds and fertilisers to  the 
farmers..  He  said, in  order to get 
better  yield,  there  is need to  give  soil health 
cards to  the farmers.   

He further said  that  there is need strengthen 
the  warehousing system  to store the food 

grains. He said, if necessary, the Central 
government will  give  subsidy for the 
construction  of godowns.  He said, the aim of 
the  Centre is to  get  value addition to the crops 
and added that for this  the  Central 
government  advised  to set up food 
processing  units in  the agriculture fields for 
two hundred kilo meters.   

He reminded that the Central government has 
already introduced E-National Agriculture 
Market  (E-NAM)to  get  better price to 
the  farmers.  He said under this system, the 
farmers  may sell his  crop  anywhere  in  the 
country to get a better price and  said  the 
Centre will take steps  to sanction loans and 
subsidies to the  farmers through banks, for 
which NABARD will  refinance to the banks.    

The Union minister said,  agriculture is also like 
a business, the farmers may get profit or 
loss.  He said, if  the farmers start a  dairy,  aqua 
culture, or poultry they will get  additional 
income.    He  urged the farmers avail  the 
facilities provided by the  Centre and state 
governments and benefit.  He  sought co-
operation  of  the people’s representatives, 
officials  to increase income   of  the farmers 
to  achieve  target of the Prime Minister. 

A.P.Assembly Speaker Dr.Kodela Siva Prasada 
Rao said there  is much  to be done to the 
agriculture  sector to  increase income of 
the  farmers.  He said, farmers  have 
hardworking  nature,  if better facilities are 
provided  they will  get better  yield 
and  income.  He  urged the  farmers 
avail  the  facilities provided by 
the  government.  He  said,   if farmers  are 
happy , 70% of  the people  are  happy in  the 
country.   

G 
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District  collector Kona Sasidhar explained steps 
taken  the government to increase income  of 
the farmers.  He  said,government  is taking 
steps  to provide  Rs.10,000 income  to  every 

family. AP Mahila Commission 
chairperson  Nannapaneni Rajakumari, 
MLAs,  Ravela Kishore  Babu, Modugula 
Venugopala Reddy,  MLC 
A.S.Radha  Krishna   Z.P.chairperson  MD 
Janimun , were present. 

 

 

Full milk fortification in organised sector soon: Tata Trusts 
 

Aug 20, 2017 12:24 PM IST | Source: PTI 

http://www.moneycontrol.com//news/india/full-milk-fortification-in-organised-sector-soon-tata-trusts-

2364647.html/news/india/full-milk-fortification-in-organised-sector-soon-tata-trusts-2364647.html 

he philanthropic bodies set up by Tata 

group founders had earlier set a target of 

fortifying 50 per cent of organized sector milk 

by 2019. 

    

Supr 
Daily earns 90% of its revenue by selling milks 

Tata Trusts, which has been partnering with the 
government in milk fortification programme, 
expects to cover the entire organised sector 
within the next 6-9 months, much ahead of 
schedule. 

The philanthropic bodies set up by Tata group 
founders had earlier set a target of fortifying 50 
per cent of organised sector milk by 2019. 

The trusts have joined hands with central food 
safety regulator FSSAI, National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB) and other 
cooperatives in many states to add 
micronutrients, especially Vitamin A and D in 

milk to address deficiency problems as part of 
its food fortification programme. 

"I have a feeling that at least in the organised 
sector, which is through the dairy-cooperatives, 
it is very likely to happen in the next six to nine 
months," Tata Trusts Senior Advisor, Nutrition 
Rajan Sankar told PTI. 

He was responding to a query on the time 
frame by when Tata Trusts expects to achieve 
100 per cent fortification of milk in the 
organised sector. 

At present, the level of milk fortification in 
organised sector is around 25 per cent. In 2015-
16, India's total milk production stood at 155.5 
million tonnes with 18-20 per cent coming from 
the organised sector and the rest from small 
and marginal farmers. 

Sankar attributed the acceleration in organised 
sector milk fortification to major dairy 
cooperatives of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and 
Madhya Pradesh coming on board. 

"All the three will start in the next two months. 
It will pick up momentum...Once it crosses a 
critical mass of 30 -40 per cent of the market, 
there will be so much of pressure on others to 
follow it," he added. 

T 

http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/full-milk-fortification-in-organised-sector-soon-tata-trusts-2364647.html/news/india/full-milk-fortification-in-organised-sector-soon-tata-trusts-2364647.html
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Besides, Sankar said with the government now 
driving the programme through FSSAI with the 
active participation of NDDB, milk fortification 
has achieved success in the organised sector. 

"We started it but now it is completely being 
pushed by the government. We are only a 
playing role to assist," he added. 

Tata Trusts' initiative of milk fortification is 
currently being carried out in Maharashtra, 
Assam, Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab and 
Jharkhand. 

Sankar said the challenge going ahead would be 
how to address the deficiency of vitamin A and 

D in rural areas as the organised sector milk 
currently caters only to urban and semi-urban 
areas. 

"To address micro-nutrients deficiency 
problems in rural areas, we would need a 
different strategy, either through tablets or 
capsules for high-risk population," he said. 

Tata Trusts has started working in few states in 
partnership with Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS) promoting the use of fortified 
edible oil and flour in midday meal for children, 
Sankar added. 

 

Dairy firms' Q1 profit margins slip on high milk procurement cost 
 

A possible decline in milk prices by Rs 1-2/litre in October may provide cushion in December quarter 

Dilip Kumar Jha  |  Mumbai August 18, 2017 Last Updated at 02:00 IST 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/dairy-firms-q1-profit-margins-slip-on-high-milk-procurement-cost-
117081600920_1.html 

 

 

perating margins 
of dairy companies remained under 

pressure in the June quarter due to an increase 
in milk procurement cost and reduced supply of 
raw material on farmers' week-long strike in 
May. 

After a sharp increase in topline to Rs 616.44 
crore for the April-June quarter, Chandrababu 
Naidu-promoted Heritage Foods posted net 
profit at Rs 10.37 crore for Q1FY18, a sharp 
decline from Rs 17.11 crore in the 
corresponding quarter last year. 
Similarly, Kwality Ltd reported a sharp decline in 
its June quarter profits to Rs 27.88 crore, from 
Rs 42.27 crore a year ago, while Umang Dairies 
posted a loss of Rs 2.90 crore compared to a Rs 
1.48 crore profit. Interestingly, net sales of 
both companies jumped by 7 per cent and 11 
per cent, respectively. 

Companies with increased focus on value-added 
products, such as Parag Milk Foods and Hatsun 
Agro Products, however, have maintained their 
profit margins in the June quarter despite 
interruption in milk supply due to the farmers' 
mass protest and roadblock. While organised 
sector players are adjusting increase in 
compliance cost of GST (goods and services tax), 
rollout without an increase in product prices, 
unorganised sector players are considering 
raising milk prices by Rs 2-4 a kg to pass on the 
increased cost burden to consumers. 

"Gross margins of Heritage Foods were 
impacted by an increase in milk procurement 
cost which the company was unable to pass on 
to the consumers completely. EBITDA margins 
at 4.4 per cent was also hit by loss making 
Reliance Dairy business and increase in other 
expenditure which grew by 37.8 per cent yoy a 

O 
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function of higher branding expenditure. 
However, the company is confident with 
initiatives taken on cost optimization and 
expectation of lower milk procurement cost 
post monsoons. We expect the recovery to be 
gradual," said Dhaval Mehta, an analyst with 
Emkay Global Financial Services Ltd. 

 

Source: Capitaline; Compiled by BS Research 
Bureau 

Heritage has formed a joint venture with a 
France-based company Novandie SNC for 
manufacturing of yogurts and frozen desserts 
with an accumulative capex of Rs 75 crore in 
next five years. The company envisages Rs 300 
crore of revenue from this joint venture in next 
six years when the plant is fully operational. 

Trade sources said the 
average milk procurement cost jumped by 6-10 
per cent in April-June quarter depending upon 
the location of the plant and proximity of plants 
from milk collection centres. Supply of 
raw milk got interrupted in May due to farmers' 
nationwide strike and pouring of milk on roads 
in protest of low realisation. Farmers were 

demanding implementation of M S 
Swaminathan report with a sharp increase 
in milk prices. 

According to R S Sodhi, Managing Director, 
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 
(GCMMF) which 
sales Amul brand dairy products, "Milk prices 

had declined drastically over the last one 
year. Milk prices, therefore are recovering. 
Prices are likely to remain stabilised now." 

"Milk prices started moving up since December 
2016 with average cow milk prices ranging 
between Rs 28 - 29 a litre now. Buffalo milk, 
however, is procured at Rs 38 a litre in the 
north Indian states. Milk supply got interrupted 
in May across the country due to farmers' 
nationwide strike. But, with the peak arrival 
season in October, milk prices might decline by 
Rs 1-2 a litre which would 
benefit dairy companies being GST costs fully 
absorbed by them," said Shirish Upadhyay, 
senior vice president (Strategic 
Planning), Parag Milk Foods Ltd, the producer of 
"Gowardhan" and "Go" brands dairy products. 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=milk
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http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=parag
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=dairy


 

13 
    

"We intend to increase our direct procurement 
to over 50% over the next 3-4 years. This would 
accelerate the transition towards B2C by 
enabling faster shifting of our product mix 
towards consumer products, primarily 
fresh milk and value-added products. With our 
persistent focus on B2C segment, strong 
position in north markets, and planned product 

rollouts of value-added products, we shall 
continue to witness strong growth in the 
forthcoming years. We believe favourable 
demographics such as rising disposable income 
and changing consumer lifestyle would further 
support our growth story," said Nawal Sharma, 
president & head business 
transformation, Kwality Ltd. 

 

Health/Awareness 

Farming may have changed human skull shape: study 
August 25, 2017 | UPDATED 13:05 IST 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/farming-may-have-changed-human-skull-shape-study/1/1033710.html 

 

os Angeles, Aug 25 (PTI) The advent of 
farming, especially dairy products, had a 

small but significant effect on the shape of 
human skulls, according to a study. 

Humans who live by hunting and foraging wild 
foods have to put more effort into chewing 
than people living on farming, who eat a softer 
diet. 

Although previous studies have linked skull 
shape to agriculture and softer foods, it has 
proved difficult to determine the extent and 
consistency of these changes at a global scale. 

Researchers at University of California, Davis in 
the US used a worldwide collection of 559 
crania (skull) and 534 lower jaws from more 
than two dozen pre-industrial populations to 
model the influence of diet on the shape, form, 
and size of the human skull during the transition 
to agriculture. 

They found modest changes in skull morphology 
for groups that consumed cereals, dairy, or both 
cereals and dairy. 

"The main differences between forager and 
farmer skulls are where we would expect to find 

them, and change in ways we might expect 
them to, if chewing demands decreased in 
farming groups," said UC Davis graduate 
student David Katz. 

The largest changes in skull morphology were 
observed in groups consuming dairy products, 
suggesting that the effect of agriculture on skull 
morphology was greatest in populations 
consuming the softest food (cheese), 
researchers said. 

"At least in early farmers, milk did not make for 
bigger, stronger skull bones," Katz said. 

However, differences due to diet tended to be 
small compared to other factors, such as the 
difference between males and females or 
between individuals with the same diet from 
different populations, said Katz, who is now a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Calgary in Canada. PTI SAR SAR 
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Agri Culture and Agri Business theme for ninth edition of India Foodex 

Tuesday, 29 August, 2017, 08 : 00 AM [IST] 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/agri-culture-and-agri-business-theme-for-ninth-edition-of-india-foodex-41053 

 

Agri Culture and Agri Business was the theme of the 
ninth essay of India Foodex and AgriTech India, 
which commenced at the Bangalore International 
Exhibition Centre yesterday. The concept of the 
three-day event, which spans two halls and has been 
organised by Media Today Group, is moving from 
agricultural farms to complete food products. 
 
It will not only showcase a range of new equipment 
and offer solutions to the agri and food processing 
industries, but also aims to drive efficiency using 
advanced technology and scouting for viable 
partnerships. 
 
The highlights of the event, inaugurated by 
Karnataka governor Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala, include 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry’s (FICCI) conference on Innovation in 
Agriculture, a seminar on food processing and 
renewable energy, the India Foodex Culinary 
Challenge and the Indian Agribusiness Excellence 
Awards 2017. 
 
Following the ministry of agriculture and farmer’s 
welfare and the ministry of food processing 
industries (MoFPI), the Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA), under the ministry of commerce, 
isinvesting a substantial share of the budgetary 
allocation of Rs 1,87,223 crore to promote 
technological upgrade and value addition in all 
segments of rice, wheat, pulses, oilseeds, spices 
anddairy. 
 
“India needs tie-ups and joint ventures with global 
manufacturers of farm machinery. Ideally, this show 
is designed for the same concept - to transform 
farmers’ efforts from agriculture to agri business,” 
said S Jafar Naqvi, chief coordinator, Media Today 
Group. 
 
“Through this event, we are trying to strengthen the 
relations between farmers and the agro food 
processing industry supported by the Union 
government. The effort is to double the incomes of 
farmers in the coming years,” he added.  

 
“To achieve this crop diversification, supply chain 
management, sustainable practices and exposure of 
innovative technologies are the key factors which 
are visible and presented by leading Indian and 
international brands under one roof at BIEC,”Naqvi 
said.  
 
To support the government’s initiatives, the 
concurrent show has an innovative display of food 
processing and packaging machinery, supply chain 
technologies and storage. The need of the hour is to 
ensure the adoption of the latest technology to spur 
efficiency.  
 
There area series of interactions amongst food 
producers, retailers, importers, exportersof 
agriculture, dairy and processors. The focus is largely 
on best agricultural practices for high-quality 
production for the new-age agri entrepreneur. 
 
With a large international participation, there are 
clear signs of interest in collaboration and striking 
partnerships. 
 
India does need a advanced technology utilisation to 
drive agricultural incomes.To this end, the event will 
certainly help in establishing India in the global 
market and supporting the Make in India initiative. 
 
The countries present are the Netherlands, Turkey, 
Canada, Italy, Germany, Taiwan and China.  
 
While Canada is a new entrant to the event,Taiwan’s 
participation is on a larger scale. Turkey, which is 
keen to promote its sustainable agriculture, and 
China continue to be major participants. 
 
Specifically there is a slew ofcompaniesfrom China 
for Green Fertilisers, which are bioactive growth 
stimulants and highly active seaweed extract 
fertilisers to promote the nutrition absorption of 
plants. 

 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/agri-culture-and-agri-business-theme-for-ninth-edition-of-india-foodex-41053
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NABARD launches Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme in Pilibhit 
 

Keshav Agrawal| TNN | Updated: Aug 24, 2017, 23:01 IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bareilly/-nabard-launches-dairy-entrepreneurship-development-scheme-in-

pilibhit/articleshow/60213862.cms 

 

ilibhit: National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) on Thursday 

launched Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Scheme (DEDS), an ambitious scheme of the 
Union agriculture ministry which aims to 
increase milk production through dairy 
management, apart from strengthening the 
allied activities such as milk processing, 
preservation of milk and milk products through 
cold chain as well as the marketing of related 
products. 

 
The scheme — launched in the name of ‘Dairy 

Entrepreneurship Development Scheme — is 
based on subsidy attributed to the capital 
investment. 
According to a letter by NABARD general 
manager Rohit Mishra to chairmen of all banks, 
the government of India has made a budgetary 
provision for subsidy to the tune of Rs 240 crore 
to be disbursed during the current financial year 
among 31 states where the scheme has been 
launched. The share of Uttar Pradesh has been 
fixed at Rs 13.73 crore. 

 

CCEA nod to rename food processing scheme as PM Kisan Sampada 
 

By: PTI | New Delhi | Published: August 23, 2017 5:48 PM 

http://www.financialexpress.com/economy/ccea-nod-to-rename-food-processing-scheme-as-pm-kisan-

sampada/821417/ 

he Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

(CCEA) today approved renaming the new 

central food processing scheme SAMPADA as 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) 

with an aim to benefit 20 lakh farmers and 

generate 5.30 lakh jobs by 2020. The objective 

of the PMKSY is to supplement agriculture by 

promoting processing and reducing farm 

wastage. The scheme with an allocation of Rs 

6,000 crore is expected to leverage investment 

of Rs 31,400 crore, an official statement said. In 

May, the CCEA had approved the central 

scheme called SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-

Marine Processing and Development of Agro-

Processing Clusters) by clubbing all ongoing 

schemes related to food processing. 

The CCEA today approved a proposal to rename 

the scheme SAMPADA as PMKSY for the period 

2016-20 coterminous with the 14th Finance 

Commission cycle, the statement said. The 

PMKSY will promote setting up of food 

processing units to boost availability of 

processed food items in the domestic market 

and for export purpose. The scheme will 

encourage creation of modern infrastructure 

with efficient supply chain management from 

farm gate to retail outlet. This will not only help 

provide better prices to farmers but also create 

huge employment opportunities. 

P 

T 
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Central, State govts farmer-friendly: P Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
 

THE HANS INDIA |    Aug 21,2017 , 01:15 AM IST 

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Andhra-Pradesh/2017-08-21/Central-State-govts-farmer-friendly-P-Ashok-

Gajapathi-Raju-/320441 

 

izianagaram: Union Minister for Civil 

Aviation P Ashok Gajapathi Raju said that 

the Central and the State governments were 

committed to increase the income of farmers 

and to enhance their standards of living. On 

Sunday, he participated in a program ‘Yedaadiki 

oka dooda’, along with Minister for Mines and 

Geology RVSK Ranga Rao, and urged farmers to 

earn more by utilising the welfare schemes 

being implemented by the governments.  

 

Ashok Gajapathi Raju said that producing more 

milk was the remedy for eliminating poverty. All 

the farmers should work hard and produce 

more milk and increase the livestock too. Chitti 

guruvulu, that were implemented in Dwarapudi 

become popular all over India and even the 

Prime Minister also appreciated the scheme, he 

added.   

He said that now, all the farmers should take 

the suggestions of the staff of Animal 

Husbandry department and produce large 

quantities of milk.  Ranga Rao said that the 

Union Civil Aviation Minister Raju was 

committed to the development of villages. Milk 

and various milk products would definitely 

influence the rural economy, he added.   

 

District Collector Vivek Yadav said that the 

farmers should adapt advanced technology to 

enhance their production in agriculture and the 

dairy sectors. Later, they distributed seeds and 

fodder on subsidy to the farmers.  

ZP Chairperson Dr Swathi Rani, MLA M Geetha 

and Joint director of Animal Husbandry 

department Dr S Simhachalam participated in 

the program. 
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Sustainable farming, the only way out 
HARSH KUMAR BHANWALA 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/sustainable-farming-the-only-way-out/article9823185.ece 

 

limate smart agriculture as well as proper 
management of soil and water need 

priority attention 

A discussion on Indian agriculture is fraught 
with the possibility of it being redirected to 
issues not necessarily connected to agriculture. 
Yet, considering the dependence of our 
population on it, agriculture needs to be 
brought centre-stage. 

The prime challenge is sustainability. What are 
some of the issues related to it? 

Some issues 

Consider land degradation. According to ICAR’s 
reports, a staggering 37 per cent of India’s total 
geographical area of 328.73 million ha is 
affected. A staggering amount of soil gets 
degraded annually. This is an irony considering 
the fact that a big amount of our fiscal budget is 
spent on defending our soil even as we lose the 
very same soil to rain and wind! 

Similarly, our water resources are also getting 
degraded. Only about 47.6 per cent of the net 
sown area is irrigated. Groundwater, which 
accounts for almost 60 per cent of the irrigated 
area in the country, is under severe strain. 
Subsidies for electricity consumed in agriculture 
have led to wasteful use of both energy and 
groundwater. This has led to depletion of the 
water table and deterioration of water quality. 

Further, in the face of competing demands for 
groundwater due to population growth and 
industrialisation, the share of agriculture in 
available water resources is expected to fall 
from the current 83 per cent to 68 per cent by 
2050. 

Adverse climate change is also a risk to 
sustainability. It leads to drop in yield and lower 

quality produce, and increases incidence of 
attacks by pests and insects. 

The figures emerging from Network Programme 
on Climate Change, ICAR, paint a disturbing 
scenario. A reduction of 4.5 to 9 per cent in 
agriculture yields is expected in the medium 
term (2010-2039), and over 25 per cent in the 
long term (2040 and beyond) if no corrective 
measures are taken. What this means for India’s 
GDP growth in the medium term is a hit of up to 
2 per cent per annum. 

Sustainable agriculture must involve measures 
for soil conservation, water conservation and 
irrigation, and mitigation of the adverse effects 
of climate change. Large-scale afforestation, 
encompassing commercial forestry, farm 
forestry, social forestry, captive plantation as 
also adoption of community-based forest 
management practices are needed. 

Watershed development and management 
facilitates soil and water conservation. 

Other measures for water conservation include 
rainwater harvesting, construction of check 
dams, farm ponds, and irrigation-efficient 
technology such as drip and sprinkler systems. 
In the long run, we have to revisit unsustainable 
crop patterns from the water-usage point of 
view. 

We must swiftly adopt climate smart 
agricultural practices as spelt out by the FAO. 
This calls for using renewable sources such as 
bio fuels and solar; nitrogen-smart nutrient 
management, organic farming; carbon smart 
practices ( agroforestry, horticulture, livestock 
management); weather smart extension 
services (ICT-based agro advisories) and so on. 

Schemes galore 

C 
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The good news is that we have a well-defined 
array of schemes for almost all the threats 
crippling agriculture. The Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sichayee Yojana aims to extend the coverage of 
irrigation and improve water use efficiency. The 
Micro Irrigation Fund focuses on “more crop 
per drop”. The Long Term Irrigation Fund has 
the potential to bring an additional 76 lakh ha 
area under irrigation. 

The Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana incentivises 
States to draw up plans for their agriculture 
sector more comprehensively, taking agro-
climatic conditions, natural resource issues and 
technology into account. The Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana is a comprehensive insurance 
scheme that covers the damage caused by 
natural calamities. Schemes like Dairy 
Processing and Infrastructure Development 

Fund reduce the dependence of farmers on 
agriculture. The Rural Infrastructure 
Development Fund has channelised ₹2,87,129 
crore under various tranches since 1995-96 into 
rural India’s infrastructure requirement pool till 
date. 

The list of what has been done is impressive, 
but is dwarfed by the list of what remains to be 
done. The solution lies in seamless 
implementation of the programmes. To achieve 
this, all the stakeholders should converge their 
resources — technical, financial, managerial — 
to convert the challenges into opportunities. 

And above all, do it with a commitment to make 
agriculture truly sustainable in every sense of 
the word. 

The writer is the chairman of NABARD 
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How technology can deliver freedom from male calf 
 

Written by Harish Damodaran | Updated: August 16, 2017 2:21 pm 

http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-technology-can-deliver-freedom-from-the-male-calf-sexing-semen-4798572/ 

 

 

n these times of gaurakshak activism, there 
can be nothing worse for dairy farmers than 

their cows or buffaloes delivering male calves. 
Fortunately, technology is now available to 
address the problem to an extent — in the form 
of ‘sexed semen’ having 90%-plus sperms 
carrying the X-chromosome, and capable of 
producing only female offspring. 

A bull’s sperm has 30 chromosomes, including 
one which is either an X- or a Y-chromosome 
whose genes code for sex. The egg of a cow, 
too, contains 30 chromosomes, one of which is, 
however, always an X-chromosome (just as the 
human sperm and egg have 23 chromosomes 
each, one of them either an X- or a Y-
chromosome in the case of the former, and one 
only an X-chromosome for the latter). 
When a sperm and egg unite, and the former 
carries the X-chromosome, the resultant 
offspring is female (XX). When a Y-
chromosome-bearing sperm fertilises an egg, 
the result is a male calf (XY). 

Sexed semen technology is about preselecting 
the sex of offspring by sorting or separating the 
X-sperms from Y-sperms. The aim is to deliver 
freedom from male calves, by ensuring that 
cows are inseminated by semen containing only 
X-chromosome-bearing sperms. The sorting 
process basically involves exploiting the 
differences in deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) 
content between X-chromosome-bearing and Y-
chromosome-bearing sperms. The former 

contains slightly more DNA, with the difference 
ranging from 3.6% to 4.2%, depending upon the 
breed of the cattle or buffalo. 

In 2004, a Texas-based company, Sexing 
Technologies (ST), commercialised sexed semen 
production using a procedure to stain the 
sperm cells with a fluorescent dye that binds to 
their DNA. The dyed cells are made to pass 
through a laser beam from a machine (flow 
cytometer) that can sort the sperms based on 
the amount of fluorescent light they give off. As 
the X-chromosome-bearing sperms contain 
more DNA, these cells absorb more dye and 
emit more light. That, then, allows for 
separation of the X- and Y- sperm fractions in 
the semen. 

ST’s sperm-sorting technology is claimed to be 
93% accurate. Thus, if a cow is inseminated 
using such sexed semen, there is a 93% chance 
that the calf produced will be female. With 
ordinary semen used in artificial insemination 
(AI), that probability is 50-50. 

Sexed semen’s usefulness is obvious, 
particularly in a country where even male calves 
cannot be sent freely to the slaughterhouse. 
That freedom has been further curtailed in a 
regime of empowered gaurakshaks on the 
prowl. If a cow after insemination and 9-10 
months of pregnancy produces a male calf, the 
loser is the farmer who will have to rear an 
animal that’s not going to yield him either milk 

I 
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or an income. Worse, he can’t be sure that the 
same cow 13-14 months down the line — 
assuming 3-4 months of post partum rest and 9-
10 months’ pregnancy — will deliver a female 
calf. 

But the issue here is cost, which, for AI using 
conventional semen frozen in 0.25-ml vials 
(‘straws’), is just over Rs 50 per insemination 
dose. The comparable cost of sexed semen to 
the farmer is now anywhere between Rs 1,200 
and Rs 2,600 per straw. 

“Semen cost goes up if it is from a bull with 
higher genetic merit (evaluated in terms of milk 
yields, number of productive lactations, fat and 
protein content, etc.) that can also be 
transmitted to the progeny,” notes Daljeet 
Singh, president of the Progressive Dairy 
Farmers’ Association (PDFA) of Punjab, which 
annually imports 15,000-20,000 frozen sexed 
semen doses on behalf of its members. The 
semen is sourced from bovine genetics firms 
such as World Wide Sires, Genex and ABS 
Global of US, and Semex of Canada. 

The high cost is due to two main reasons. 

The first is the virtual monopoly over knowhow. 
Sexed semen — even that supplied by global 
animal genetics majors — is produced from raw 
ejaculate, largely using ST’s proprietary sperm-
sorting technology. The parallel one could cite is 
the near-stranglehold enjoyed by Monsanto vis-
à-vis Bt cotton. 

Secondly, the sexed semen currently being used 
by farmers like those affiliated to PDFA is 
entirely imported, and based on 100% Holstein 
Friesian (HF) or Jersey bulls. Semen imports are, 
moreover, subject to cumbersome procedures 
entailing approvals from the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade and animal husbandry 
departments, both at the Centre and state 
levels. 

There have been some recent encouraging 
developments, though, on both counts. In April, 
ABS Global was granted an injunction by a US 

court against ST, after the latter was found to 
have “wilfully maintained monopoly power” in 
the market for sexed bovine semen processing. 
It paved the way for ABS to commercially 
launch its own Genus Sexed Semen technology, 
which the Wisconsin-headquartered firm plans 
to introduce worldwide, including in India. 

“Indian farmers at present have access only to 
imported sexed semen from HF and Jersey bulls 
abroad. From September 1, we will offer them 
sexed semen also from local HF-Sahiwal and HF-
Gir crossbreds; 100% indigenous Sahiwal, Gir 
and Red Sindhi bulls; and pure Murrah 
buffaloes. Since the semen is being processed 
domestically, the cost would be half that of the 
imported sexed material,” says Arvind Gautam, 
managing director of ABS India, which has a 
stud farm facility at Bhilwadi in Sangli 
(Maharashtra), housing over 100 bulls with 
annual semen production capacity of 70 lakh 
straws. 

R G Chandramogan, chairman of Chennai-based 
Hatsun Agro Product Ltd — India’s biggest 
private sector dairy that undertakes 5.5 lakh-
odd AIs a year — believes the domestic market 
is large enough for sexed semen to be made 
available at well below Rs 500 per straw. 

In 2015-16, about 670 lakh AIs were carried out 
in India, covering an estimated 30% of its 
breedable cows and buffaloes. “No country will 
give you this kind of volumes for sexed semen, 
even if fewer AIs are required to produce the 
same number of female calves,” points out 
Chandramogan. 

But pricing is only one part. The conception rate 
— chances of the animal getting pregnant — 
from sexed semen is 10-20% lower compared to 
conventional semen. The reason for it is lower 
sperm count (machine sorting speeds and 
efficiency aren’t high enough) and possibility of 
damage to the cells during the sorting process 
(from staining with dye, exposure to laser light 
beam, etc.). 
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As a result, sexed semen is more effective in 
inseminating young heifers and cows that have 
calved only once. The older animals may require 
more AIs relative to insemination done using 
normal semen. That raises costs further, even if 
there a greater likelihood of a female calf 
getting delivered. 

But for all its drawbacks, this is a technology still 
evolving and destined for improvement. ABS 
claims its new product is gentler on the sperm 
cells, with lower processing pressures. There is 
no doubting sexed semen’s utility to the Indian 
dairy farmer today — with or without the 
gaurakshak. 

 

The father of the White Revolution 
 

Published:  16 August, 2017 

http://internationalleathermaker.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/4428/The_father_of_the_White_Revolution.html 

Dr Mike Redwood 

 did not know until a few days ago that India 
had a milkman, never mind that the Milkman 

of India was Dr Verghese Kurien (1921-2012) 
who with his Billion Litre Idea and Operation 
Flood transformed the Indian milk industry. In 
so doing he aided the improvement in health of 
the nation, the status and income of many of 
the poorest farmers and the empowerment of 
women.  

I know this only because I have just read a copy 
of his autobiography, given to me a year or two 
ago by his grandson after I had taught him 
marketing at Bath University. The prologue is in 
fact a letter to this grandson: 

I started my life soon after our country became 
independent. The noblest task in those days 
was to contribute in whatever way we could 
towards building an India of our dreams – a 
nation where our people would not only hold 
their heads high in freedom but would be free 
from hunger and poverty. A nation where our 
people could live with equal respect and love 
for one another. A nation that would eventually 
be counted among the foremost nations of the 
world. 

The fact that we are now celebrating the 
anniversary of the Independence of both India 
and Pakistan makes this a timely moment to 
reflect on the work of Dr Kurien who so 
profoundly dedicated himself to the 

development of the secular and progressive 
nation that was the ambition of the new state. 
He was a southern Christian unexpectedly 
instructed by the government to go to the 
north-western state of Gujarat to help in the 
dairy industry. He ended up staying there for 
the rest of his life while building a series of 
institutions which, according to Ratan Tata, 
made India the world’s largest milk producer, 
developed a logistic chain to produce and 
deliver hygienic and nutritious milk to millions 
and created the world’s largest food marketing 
business and the country’s largest food brand. 
He enabled India to nearly double its per capita 
milk availability and made India’s dairy industry 
the largest rural employment provider. 

In achieving all this, Dr Kurien explains how he 
had to interface with government and its 
bureaucracy, and the many fights he had 
building a farmer led cooperative while battling 
with the multinational businesses who wanted 
to prevent India becoming self-sufficient. Nestle 
does not come well out of this book, nor do the 
British. They built the civil service to rule the 
country and it has proven difficult to flip this 
into one that recognises its role to serve the 
people instead. He says; “the greatest 
repercussion of the government entering into 
business is that instead of safeguarding people 
from vested interests, they themselves become 
the vested interests.” 
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He was particularly proud that when his farmers 
queued to deliver milk they did so on a first 
come basis regardless of caste or religion and 
they became a wholly united body where 
neither these things nor political affiliations 
divided them. He was extremely proud that he 
was accepted as a Christian in Gujarat and 
worked with Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. 

These latter points are more problematic today 
as the new government seems determined to 
divide the nation, as Dr Kurien says not just by 
religion but into “Kshatriyas and Patels and Jats, 
into Gujuratis and Bengalis, into Hindi-speaking 
and non-Hindi speaking people”. 

Social change 

Just as Dr Kurien’s milk cooperatives become 
powerful agents of social change so has the 
leather industry, which has pulled people out of 
poverty, got them into the tax system (when 
the bureaucracy works), and earned valuable 
foreign exchange. If India is to be a progressive 
nation it needs the leather industry to do well 

and build on the success it has had over the last 
few decades. A successful economy is always a 
shared outcome between government and 
industry. The Indian government needs to 
support is ambitious targets for leather by 
proper enforcement of environmental and 
health and safety laws so that misbehaving 
tanneries do not damage the hard-earned 
reputation of the efficient and highly capable 
majority. As costs escalate in China this is the 
moment to capture market share as brands 
redesign supply chains. Vital to modern supply 
chains is the reduction of risks of all kinds and 
current Indian government policies seem 
determined to leave everyone uncertain about 
raw material supply and the tax regime, just as 
much as it is moving away from the secular 
nation that Dr Kurien and all his generation 
worked so hard for. 

The British did not do a good job in India, but 
the modern India needs a stronger dose of that 
intelligent patriotism that Dr Kurien displayed 
during his 90 years of service. 

 

Regulatory/Legal 

‘Expired’ milk products seized in raid 
UPDATED: AUGUST 31, 2017 01:02 IS 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/expired-milk-products-seized-in-raid/article19590314.ece 

 

n a joint raid by Vigilance and Enforcement 
Department, Food Safety wing of GVMC and 

Civil Supplies, the officials seized milk products 
that had crossed the expiry dates, here on 
Wednesday. 

The officials, raided the premises of P. 
Suryakumari Agencies located in VUDA Colony 
at Madhavadhara and seized the products and 
took its owner Ganesh Kumar into custody. 

 

 

According to DSP of Vigilance and Enforcement 
Department CM Naidu, the accused was 
running the store and two godowns without a 
valid licence. It was an unauthorised store and 
the expiry dates of some of the products 
especially milk products such as ghee, milk 
biscuits, milk chocolates and skimmed milk had 
lapsed, said Mr. Naidu. 

The raid was led by Superintendent of Police of 
Vigilance and Enforcement Department D. 
Koteswara Rao. 
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Dairy farmers demand hike in milk procurement prices 
TNN | Aug 29, 2017, 00:05 IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/indore/dairy-farmers-demand-hike-in-milk-procurement-

prices/articleshow/60266336.cms 

 

ndore: Dairy farmers in the city again started 
to press for demand to increase the 

procurement price of milk again. They claim 
that the actual cost of a litre of milk between Rs 
43 and Rs 45 and the MSP per litre they sell 
should be at least Rs 48 to Rs 50. 
 
Addressing a press conference on Monday, the 
members of Kisaan Sena - an organisation of 
dairy farmers in Indore division — alleged that 
MP State Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited 
(MPSCDFL) has not been giving them justice as 
far as the price of milk is concerned. 

"We have been selling milk to the federation at 
a comparatively cheap price. The production 
cost of a litre of milk in Sanwer, Depalpur, 
Hatod, Chandrawati Ganj, Tillor, Mhow, Shipra, 
Rau and Semalya Chau is Rs 44, but producers 
get around Rs 36 to Rs 40," said Kedar Patel, 
president of Kisaan Sena. He said the 
government has not accorded priority to the 
dairy sector, and isolating it will not help the 
region become self-reliant in milk. 

Dilip Singh Pawar, president of Kisaan Shoshan 
Virodhi Manch - another organization of milk 

producers, said prices of animal feed, grass, 
medicine, machinery and fuel, among other 
inputs, have increased by more than 50 percent 
over the year but the price of milk has remained 
the same. "We have demanded that the 
federation increase the procurement price," 
said Pawar. 

He said the federation procures milk at Rs 6.20 
per fat (a measurement of the quantity of fat in 
milk), while in states like Gujarat, the milk is 
purchased at Rs 6.80 per fat. "The pricing policy 
has discouraged milk producers in the region 
and many of them may abandon this work if 
things are not sorted out," he said. He added 
thata memorandum will be submitted to the 
federation to demand for an increase in the 
procurement price. 

MPSCDFL's CEO (Indore) AN Dwivedi said, "We 
have not received any such demands from milk 
producers. There seems to be no scope of 
increase in procurement prices as prices of milk 
powder and butter in the national market 
hasn't increased," he pointed. 
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Seven point development plan urges farmers to utilise online trading to avoid 

middlemen 
V. SAJEEV KUMAR 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/seven-point-development-plan-urges-farmers-to-utilise-online-trading-

to-avoid-middlemen/article9830188.ece 

KOCHI, AUG 24:   

he seven-point development plan, 
formulated by the Centre to double 

farmers’ income by 2022, suggests using online 
trading to avoid the benefit loss through 
middlemen. 

The plan, which is part of the Central 
Government’s New India Movement (2017-22), 
was explained to the farmers in Ernakulam 
district at a function held the Central Marine 
Fisheries Research Institute. 

The development plan urges farmers to utilise 
the e-NAM (National Agriculture Market) 
scheme launched by the Centre for trading their 
farmed crops with a better price. As many as 
455 trading centres have been interlinked with 
this scheme to make this as a unified national 
market for agricultural commodities. 

To increase farmers’ income, it was proposed to 
make use of latest mobile and internet services 
such as Kisan Suvidha App developed by the 
Government to know weather conditions, 
market price and to get other advisories. 

The plan also wants the farmers to derive full 
benefits of institutional loan scheme under the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) to 
reduce risk and to get comprehensive relief 
from crop losses due to natural calamities. 

It also suggests increased production through 
improved seeds, planting materials and organic 
farming to double farmers’ income. In addition, 
it is proposed that allied activities of agriculture 
like dairy development, poultry, beekeeping, 
fisheries, agro-forestry and integrated farming 
system should be strengthened by using various 
schemes of the government. 

The plan urges the farmers to link with food 
processing interventions of the government to 
strengthen value addition and thereby 
developing their capabilities to get better 
employment opportunities. 

Pravin Puthra, Additional Director General of 
Indian Council of Agriculture (ICAR) explained 
the seven-point development plan. 
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“Beverages with soy extracts not milk,” says Parag Milk Foods to FSSAI 

Saturday, 19 August, 2017, 08 : 00 AM [IST] 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/beverages-with-soy-extracts-not-milk-says-parag-milk-foods-to-fssai-41015 

 

Our Bureau, New Delhi 

Parag Milk Foods Ltd, one of India’s leading 

manufacturers of milk and milk products and fast-

moving consumer goods (FMCG) products, recently 

sent the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) a proposal to review the contents of 

extracts of plants like soy, almond, etc., and 

recommended that they be categorised as beverages 

and not as milk. 

 

Devendra Shah, the company’s chairman, said, “Milk 

is an important component in the Indian diet. 

Experts believe that after mother’s milk, the best 

milk for people, irrespective of whether they are 

infants or adults, is cow’s milk.”  

 

“In recent years, we have seen extracts of plants like 

soya, almond, rice and coconut being termed as 

milk. This is not only misleading, but is also in 

contravention to the definition of milk as defined 

under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, and 

the Food Safety and Standards Regulations, 2011,” 

he added.  

 

“These plant-based milk extracts are the least 

nutritious, as they have very low contents of protein, 

calcium and other nutrients in comparison to cow’s 

milk,” Shah said. 

 

He added, “We have sent a proposal to FSSAI to 

review the contents of these plant extracts and 

recommended that they be categorised as beverages 

and not as milk.” 

 

Except for soy milk (to some extent), none of the 

milk containing plant extracts contains more than a 

gram of protein, unless they’re fortified. 

 

To boost the nutrient profiles of these beverages, 

some manufacturers fortify them, adding pea or rice 

protein to raise the protein count, calcium 

phosphate or calcium carbonate to increase the 

calcium and vitamins. 

 

However, cow milk is a complete food even without 

the addition of any nutrient or additive. 

 

India is the largest producer and consumer of milk. It 

is considered as the nature’s most unique food. 

 

The major and minor constituents (or nutrients) of 

milk include milk fat, proteins (like casein and whey 

proteins), carbohydrates (like lactose, which is also 

known as milk sugar), minerals (like calcium and 

phosphorous), vitamins (A, B and D), enzymes, etc. 

 

The benefits of cow milk are known to the world. An 

eight-ounce glass of cow’s milk naturally contains 

about 8g of protein and almost a third of the 

recommended percentage daily value of calcium. 

 

Cow’s milk, which also naturally contains nutrients 

like potassium and Vitamin B12, is usually fortified 

with Vitamins A and D. These things are essential for 

good health. 

 

As per the Food Safety Standards (Food Products 

and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011, milk is the 

normal mammary secretion derived from the 

complete milking of healthy milch animals without 

either addition thereto or extraction therefrom, 

unless otherwise provided in these regulations. 

 

The total urea content in the milk shall not be more 

than 700 parts per million (ppm). 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/beverages-with-soy-extracts-not-milk-says-parag-milk-foods-to-fssai-41015
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No country for uniform gain in dairy products post GST 
 

By Ashish Kulshrestha, ET Bureau| 

Updated: Aug 17, 2017, 11.02 AM IST 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/no-country-for-uniform-gain-in-dairy-products-post-

gst/articleshow/60098188.cms 

 

YDERABAD: Indian dairies are staring at a 
mixed business during the upcoming 

festive season following the rollout of the 
uniform Goods and Services Tax (GST) across 
the country, which now makes certain products 
relatively expensive in the North and cheaper in 
the South.  
 
Ghee, which is a major product sold during 
festivities, had attracted a 5% value-added tax 
(VAT) earlier in the North as against a 14.5% 
VAT charged in the South. Post GST rollout, 
ghee now attracts 12% tax uniformly across the 
country , making Southern dairies gain 
marginally up to 2.5% and Nort hern dairies 
suffer an additional tax burden of some 7%.  
 
According to industry representatives and 
analysts, ghee is the second-largest commodity 
product with a 15% share in the diary sector 
after liquid milk, which accounts for a 65% 
share. Further, nearly a third of the annual ghee 
sales is reported during the festive season. The 
changed scenario post GST rollout has 
compelled some dairies to resort to increasing 
selling prices of ghee to cover up increased 
taxes, others decided to prune down their 
marketing budgets during festive season.  
 
Kuldeep Saluja, MD of Sterling Agro, which sells 
dairy products under the Nova brand in the 

Northern markets, said: "The increase of 7% in 
taxes on ghee due to GST has been a big 
setback to the business as sales have been 
impacted despite partial passing on the price 
burden while also taking a hit on our margins. 
And we expect this impact to continue during 
the up coming festive season."  
 
Some analysts said dairies in the North, which 
are mainly into commodities or B2B segment, 
are likely to face the pressure on margins owing 
to increased tax on ghee. Also, there will be a 
slight impact on the retail side as well with 
moderate price increases. "We will be reducing 
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our marketing budget accordingly du ring the 
festive season to counter any impact of increase 
in taxation on ghee and other value-added 
products," said Devendra Shah, chairman and 
managing director of Mumbai-based Parag ..  
 

Dairies in the South like Heritage FoodsBSE 4.39 
% and Hatsun AgroBSE 1.40 % expect the 
impact to be either neutral or marginally 
positive. RG Chandramogan, CMD, Hatsun Agro, 
said: "We are expecting a neutral impact of GST 
on ghee sales as there will be a slight reduction 
in taxes, coupled with lower milk prices during 
the festive season due to higher production."  

 M Sambasiva Rao, the president of Hyderabad-
based Heritage Foods, echoed similar views on 
the positive impact of GST rollout.  
 

"Impact of GST on the dairy in dustry is 
expected to be neutral to positive in general," 
says Shiva Mudgil, senior analyst, Rabobank, 
adding that GST would further push 
formalisation of the sector at the expense of 
informal cash-dominated business channels, 
benefiting the organised segment. "This will 
also impact the B2B trade business model of 
dairy commodity companies which relies on 
cash transactions e.g. for ghee. B2C branded 
ghee segment may see slight retail price 
increase for products like ghee in North India 
due to GST." At present, India is the world's 
largest producer of milk, accounting for nearly a 
fifth of global milk production, followed by the 
US, China, Pakistan and Brazil, says a report by 
brokerage firm Antique.  
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Food Adulteration: The Muck in Milk 
August 17, 2017 

http://www.indialegallive.com/consumer-watch-news/food-adulteration-muck-milk-33041 

ven as the apex court had directed the 
government to amend the Food Safety and 

Standards Act and IPC to award life 
imprisonment for milk adulterators, studies 
have found the presence of coliform bacteria in 
it 

~By Ramesh Menon 

Some things do not change in India. Like the 
adulteration of milk. First it was done with plain 
water, then it was chemicals that included 
detergent. And now a study done by the 
Consumer Education and Research Centre 
(CERC) at Ahmedabad has found that 70 
percent of loose milk sold is unfit for human 
consumption. Out of 55 loose milk samples 
tested, 38 
were found to 
contain 
coliform 
bacteria 
indicating 
faecal 
contamination
. This could be 
due to milch cattle not being washed properly, 
leading to dung falling into the milk vessel. It 
could also be due to contaminated water being 
used to adulterate the milk. 

DAMAGING EFFECTS 

Coliform bacteria can cause diarrhoea, 
vomiting, urinary tract infections and typhoid. 
Unless boiled or pasteurised, milk in the raw 
form can be dangerous. Thirty-one of the 55 
samples tested were graded fair to poor in tests 
that measured contamination by bacteria which 
can cause gastroenteritis, food poisoning and 
intestinal irritation. 

Milk adulteration has been going on for a long 
time. In 2014, the UP government in a startling 
admission told the Supreme Court that 
adulteration of milk was rampant in the state. 

Vijay Bahadur, assistant commissioner (food 
safety), Uttar Pradesh Food Safety and Drug 
Authority, said the menace was most rampant 
during festival seasons when the demand for 
milk rises. 

 

In an affidavit, the UP government admitted 
that it had actually failed to take effective steps 
to curb it. It pointed out that out of the 4,503 
samples collected between January 2012 and 
May 2013, 1,280 were found to be adulterated 
with detergent, starch, carbohydrate and 
whitener. Another sample size of 613 found 
that 207 samples were adulterated. The worst 
cases of adulteration were from Faizabad, 

Moradabad, 
Agra and 
Saharanpur. 

Last year, 
the Bombay 

High 
Court took 

note of milk 
adulteration 

and directed the Maharashtra government and 
the Commissioner of Food and Drugs 
Administration to spell out how it planned to 
deal with this as the health of the public and 
children was at risk. 

UNHYGIENIC HANDLING 

Incidentally, due to its high nutritive value and 
moisture content, milk is an excellent medium 
for the growth of microorganisms. Microbial 
content in it depends on the living conditions 
and hygiene in sheds of milch cattle and the 
cleanliness of those milking them, the animals 
and vessels. Once micro-organisms enter milk, 
they multiply due to the warm ambient 
temperature, resulting in rapid deterioration. As 
there are no regulations on hygiene in barns, 
cleanliness is given the go-by. 

E 
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Union 
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, 
Radha Mohan Singh, visits Mother Dairy Milk 
outlets in Delhi. Photo: UNI 

Pritee Shah, chief general manager, CERC, 
Ahmedabad, told India Legal: “Milch cattle eat 
garbage and plastic instead of nutritious fodder. 
There is lack of hygiene while milking, 
collection, storage and distribution of milk. You 
can’t trust local doodhwallas to adhere to safety 
standards. Today, it is vital to buy only packed 
and pasteurised milk.” 

India is not only the largest producer but also 
the largest consumer of milk in the world. The 
organised dairy sector pasteurises and packs 
only 25-30 percent of milk. The remaining is 
either locally consumed or handled by the 
unorganised sector in an unhygienic manner. 

HAZARDOUS ADULTERANTS 

A 2016 study in Mirzapur, UP, of milk 
adulteration done by Pooja Jaiswal of Benaras 
Hindu University and SK Goyal, assistant 
professor, KVK Institute of Agricultural Sciences, 
Mirzapur, showed that 20 percent of milk 
samples contained urea, 44 percent had salt 
and 36 percent, soap. As many as 42 percent of 
the samples were found to contain skimmed 
milk powder to increase the weight or relative 
mass of natural milk, while ten percent were 
found to contain glucose to prolong the keeping 
quality of milk. Formalin was also found in 36 
percent for the same reason. 

Another study done by Maitreyi College in Delhi 
that tested 75 milk samples from Delhi, 
Faridabad, Gurgaon and Noida found that most 
of them had neutralisers, skimmed milk 

powder, urea, detergent and ammonium 
sulphate. Neutralisers are usually added to 
prevent curdling and increase the shelf-life of 
milk. They could be added in the form of caustic 
soda, sodium bicarbonate and sodium 
carbonate. Skimmed milk power was found in 
all the samples. 

A local shop in Delhi 
selling milk-made products. Photo: UNI 

In 2011, the “Executive Summary on National 
Survey on Milk Adulteration” released by the 
Foods Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) pointed out that at the national level, 
68.4 percent of milk being sold was adulterated. 
It said the worst performers were Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, West Bengal, Mizoram, 
Jharkhand and Daman and Diu, where 
adulteration in milk was found up to 100 
percent! This Authority was established under 
the Food Safety and Standards Act (FSSA), 2006. 
The Act not only replaces the Prevention of 
Food Adulteration Act 1954 but also 
consolidates other food acts such as the Fruits 
Product Order, Meat Food Products Order, 
Vegetable Oil Products (control) Order and the 
Milk and Milk Products order. 

So how can this menace be curbed? Ashish 
Bahuguna, chairman of the FSSAI, said that milk 
adulteration is more in North India than the 
South. A kit has been produced to check the 
quality of milk by FSSAI. It is presently 
negotiating with investors and entrepreneurs to 
mass produce and market it. 

LIFE IMPRISONMENT 

A year ago, a Supreme Court bench had asked 
both the centre and the states to look at 
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amending the FSSA and also the IPC so that 
those who adulterate milk can be awarded life 
imprisonment. Referring to its orders of 
December 5, 2013 and December 10, 2014, the 
apex court said: “It will be in order, if the Union 
of India considers making suitable amendments 
in the penal provisions at par with the 
provisions contained in the State amendments 
to the Indian Penal Code” by Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal and Odisha governments, which 
have enhanced the punishment for adulteration 
of food and products to life imprisonment. 

Speaking for the bench, Justice R Banumathi 
had said: “Since in India traditionally infants and 
children are fed milk, adulteration of milk and 
its products is a concern and stringent measures 
need to be taken to combat it. The 
consumption of adulterated milk and 
adulterated milk products is hazardous to 
human health.” 

Coliform bacteria can cause diarrhoea, 
vomiting, urinary tract infections and typhoid. 
Unless boiled or pasteurised, milk in the raw 
form can be dangerous. 

The direction by the apex court to make milk 
adulteration punishable with life imprisonment 
came after a PIL was filed by an Uttarakhand-
based religious seer Swami Achyutanand Tirth. 
He had highlighted the menace of growing sales 

of adulterated and synthetic milk in different 
parts of the country. 

Last year, Harsh Vardhan, the science and 
technology minister told the Lok Sabha that 
over 68 percent of milk in the country does not 
conform to standards laid down by the food 
regulator. He added that the most common 
adulterants found in milk were detergent, 
caustic soda, glucose, white paint and refined 
oil, considered “very hazardous” as it could lead 
to serious ailments. 

Milk sold in packets is 
more hygienic than milk sold raw. Photo: UNI 

In olden days, there were no pasteurisation 
units and the milkman supplied the milk. But 
then cattle grazed in lush green fields, were 
healthy and well-fed. Today, milch animals are 
just seen as vehicles to make money. They live 
in cramped sheds that are dirty, full of dung and 
urine and are let out into the open, where they 
feed mainly on waste found in polythene bags. 
As there is no law on hygiene and cleanliness, 
the local milkman does not want to incur extra 
costs to ensure that the milk is unadulterated. 
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But with reports of coliform in it, there are enough reasons to worry. 
 

Organic milk production: Brands in India are ignoring a crucial requirement to meet rising demand 

Sree SenAug, 16 2017 13:08:31 IST 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/organic-milk-production-brands-in-india-are-ignoring-a-crucial-requirement-to-meet-rising-

demand-3936217.html 

 

ccording to the Economic Survey of 2015-

16, India produces 146 million tonnes of 

milk every year, or 18.5 percent of the total 

worldwide output, pushing the country to the 

top of the global chart. Now, almost 68 

percent of this 146 million tonnes was found to 

have adulterants – ranging from detergent, 

starch, urea to white paint – whereby water 

dilution is the least of your worries. But the 

huge dairy industry is highly unorganised, as 

deduced by Dhananjay Singh, 37-year-old co-

founder of a company called Nutoras which was 

launched in 2012. “I was an investment banker 

with Merrill Lynch when I started delving into 

the farming industry, tracking various 

economies and found consumption exploding 

across countries. Consumer burst happens 

mostly in the animal-based protein space which 

can be achieved by sustainable farming. In 

India, I felt it’s an unorganised sector. Statistics 

and demographics seemed conducive to start a 

venture,” he says. 

Ranging between Rs 60 and Rs 90 per litre, the 

brands are milking the organic label. This begs 

the question – what is organic milk? Dairy 

products differ as per vegetables and food 

grains in this sphere. A vegetable, grown from 

organic seeds – not genetically modified and 

without the use of chemicals (fertilisers or 

insecticides) – is labelled as organic produce. 

However, with milk, the quality of the product 

can be affected by various external factors 

beyond the farmer’s control. Hence, even if the 

cows are not treated with hormones or 

antibiotics, and fed wholesome feed, the milk 

may not be up to WHO standards – bacteria 

levels, aflatoxins, increased somatic cell counts 

etc. For example, the most common disease is 

Mastitis with huge costs to the dairy industry. It 

is a mammary gland infection incurred when 

immediately after milking, the cow has been 

allowed to sit or its udders have come in 

contact with unhygienic areas. 

 

Different countries have varying criteria for 
declaring milk as organic. 

Whereas the USFDA mandates that apart from 
no chemical treatment, cows must also be fed 
organic fodder, India is silent on this point. 

A leading factor is that genetically modified 
hybrid seeds have flooded the market, 
capturing the farming scene. A farm producing 
organic cow feed is a rarity. Hence, the 
appropriate tag for Indian dairy would be 
organically-produced milk. 

A 
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Mangal Gupta of Lalgoon farms in Maharashtra 
disagrees completely. “If there is no organic 
fodder for the cows, one cannot call it organic 
milk. At the most, it can be called not-tampered 
milk since no oxytocin is administered,” says 
this 49-year-old dairy farmer. His cows produce 
chemical-free, natural milk which he delivers to 
clients in Mumbai. Having started as an organic 
farmer of exotic vegetables, Mangal realised 
that he required cows for its dung as manure. 
When his infant child did not get sufficient 
breast milk, the doctor advised pure cows’ milk. 
It was then that Gupta realised the severe lack 
of pure milk availability in Mumbai. This was the 
turning point and he started his current 
venture. 

He goes on to add that 90 percent of his city 
clientele are those suffering from health 
disorders. Consumer base has increased from 
close relatives of the dairy farmer to health-
conscious urbanites. As more fall victim to 
lifestyle diseases, most are switching to organic, 
especially the large vegetarian section of society 
whose main food items are dairy products – like 
ghee, butter, cottage-cheese (paneer) other 
than milk. 

With such enterprises, one comes to realise 
that often the entire community benefits. 
Dhananjay works with almost 11,000 farmers 
across Maharashtra to develop a sustainable 
ecosystem which benefits the consumers by 
providing healthy milk, and also improves 
animal welfare. 

“I have worked out a barter system with the 
farmers who provide cow feed to the farm in 
Satara. Part of the payment is in cow dung for 

their agricultural farming, which has almost 
doubled their yield per acre, thereby boosting 
sustainable practices,” says Dhananjay. “Cow 
dung is a highly beneficial natural fertiliser 
which also brings back to life essential microbes 
and worms, killed by overuse of chemicals, 
which aerate the soil and add nutrients to it,” 
says 31-year-old Mithran Jayan, co-owner of 
The Farmer’s Store in Bandra, Mumbai which 
sells only organic produce. 

When it comes to cow feed, there are those 
farms where the cows are tied or caged, and 
those with larger acreage which let their cows 
roam free. This ensures that the animal grazes 
on pasture with a variety of feed, rather than 
being on a restricted diet, thereby ensuring the 
best quality of milk. This is called loose housing 
or free range. 

When it comes to storage, most packaged milk 
has hydrogen peroxide added to it as a 
preservative. In summers, the common 
phenomenon is reconstituted milk from milk 
powder. Lacking these, organically-produced 
milk must be chilled to 4 degree Celsius with a 
shelf life of 72 hours. Hence, long-distance 
delivery is not possible with regards to 
organically produced milk. But it is now being 
produced all over the country, across Chennai, 
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and other states, which 
in turn supply to the major metropolitan cities 
of India. These are all individual efforts and 
supplies although bigger brands like Amul have 
also entered the organic milk market. However, 
any genuine farmer worth his milk will tell you 
that there are no regular checks or quality 
control in the market for milk. 
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FSSAI flags off 9 mobile food testing labs, to offer 53 more 
 
Press Trust of India  |  New Delhi August 23, 2017 Last Updated at 01:51 IST 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/fssai-flags-off-9-mobile-food-testing-labs-to-offer-53-more-

117082201109_1.html 

 

egulator FSSAI on Tuesday offered nine 
mobile testing labs to eight states and 53 

more units are lined up for other states and UTs 
with an overall cost of Rs 19 crore to strengthen 
food testing infrastructure. 
 
FSSAI's CEO Pawan Agarwal announced plans to 
launch a food safety index to judge all states 
and Union Territories on parameters like testing 
infrastructure, enforcement, surveillance and 
consumer grievance cell, among others. 

 
The authority's Chairperson, Ashish Bahuguna, 
today flagged off the mobile labs called 'Food 
Safety on Wheels' here. These labs are multi-
purpose vehicles for food testing, public 
education and awareness. 
 
"FSSAI has completed 11 years of its operations. 
On this occasion, we are flagging off 
nine mobile food testing labs equipped with 
basic infrastructure for quick testing to detect 
common adulterants in various food 
commodities," Agarwal told reporters here. 
 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) will provide 62 such mobile units, 
each costing over Rs 30 lakh, to all the states 
and Union Territories, he said, adding that the 
next lot will be launched in November. 
 
"We will provide at least one unit to each state 
and UT and more in respect of bigger states," 
Agarwal said. 

 
The regulator is providing guidelines and 
operational manuals to the states on how to 
run these mobile units. 
 
"Through these units, 24 tests can be conducted 
on milk, 9 on edible oil, 17 on spices and 11 on 
other foods," Agarwal said. 
 
Asked about the FSSAI's programme to 
strengthen the existing labs, he said the 
regulator will modernise 45 labs across the 
country with a cost of about Rs 12 crore each. 
 
"We have provided amount to 23 states. We 
have signed MoUs with 11 states. The process 
for tendering of equipment has started," 
Agarwal said. 
 
On the food safety index, he said: "We will 
show states mirror on where they stand on 
food safety aspects. This will have positive 
competition among states." 
 
The regulator, Agarwal further said, is launching 
Indian food laboratory network to connect all 
food labs in the country to a centralised lab 
management system. 
 
This system will provide an end-to-end solution 
where samples collected by field units will be 
coded and tested in FSSAI-notified labs and the 
results will be available in a central database. 
This data will be available for enforcement and 
food import controls in a seamless manner. 
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Survey/Report 

Evolution of the Indian flavoured milk industry 
Wednesday, 30 August, 2017, 08 : 00 AM [IST]Gurpreet Saini 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/evolution-of-the-indian-flavoured-milk-industry-41056 

 

lavoured milk is the second-most preferred 
liquid dairy product in India, after liquid 

milk. According to the latest research by IMARC 
Group, its market has risen from 60 million 
tonne in 2009 to a massive 153 million tonne in 
2016. 
 
The popularity of flavoured milk is a recent 
phenomenon in the country. The per capita 
income has increased by 7.4% to ?93,293 in 
2015-2016 as compared to the previous fiscal 
year, when it was estimated at ?86,879. This 
has encouraged the consumers to increase their 
expenditure on the upmarket food products. 
 
Increased disposable incomes have also led to 
several transformations in the socio-economic 
makeup of the country. The consumers have 
become more cognisant of the influence of the 
food products they consume. As a result of this, 
a certain section of the consumer-base, 
particularly the adults, are shifting from 
carbonated and alcoholic drinks to dairy-based 
products, the market for which is witnessing an 
annual growth rate of approximately 20-30%.  
 
Considering this growing demand, 
manufacturers are introducing value-added 
products in the country. Hence, the retail shops 
which mostly sold liquid milk a couple of 
decades ago, are now stacked with flavoured 
milk, frozen yogurt, ice cream and so on. 
 
A wide range of flavoured milk products have 
ushered in the market, offering the consumers 
various options to choose from. Besides 
offering the perennial flavours – chocolate, or 
vanilla – the Indian dairy giants, such as Mother 
Dairy, Amul and Parag have also started 
producing ethnic flavours like kesar, elaichi, and 

badam.  
 
Sometimes nuts, or dry fruits are also added to 
give flavoured milk an added touch of 
sophistication. This makes flavoured milk an 
ideal beverage for various occasions such as 
festivals, parties, or communal gatherings. 
 
However, marketers are targeting consumers 
aged less than 20 years, which accounts for 12-
15% of the total consumers, to further enhance 
the sales of these products in the country. The 
flavoured milk products can be a good 
substitute for liquid milk as they help in fulfilling 
the nutritional requirements for the overall 
development of children. 
 
Apart from being a rich source of essential 
nutrients including calcium, potassium, and 
magnesium, they contain less sugar as 
compared to non-dairy beverages.  
 
Innovations in the packaging industry 
The revolution in the packaging industry has 
also allowed the dairy products manufacturers 
to reach out to the remote and rural areas.  
 
As dairy products are perishable in nature, the 
manufacturers have always faced the challenge 
of transportation and distribution of dairy 
products in these regions.  
 
The innovative packaging options – tetra pack, 
PET bottles, flexible containers (pouches) and 
so on – facilitate the dairy companies to 
transport their products to these untapped 
markets. The 200-250 ml single-serve tetra 
pack/ PET bottle/ pouch is the most dominant 
packaging option in the non-metropolitan 
districts. Apart from this, the 1 litre multi-serve 
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pack is aimed for in-home consumption and is 
more popular in the urban cities.  
 
The dairy giants in the country are quick to 
realise this potential of packaging. Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 
(GCMMF), popularly known as Amul, made an 
investment of around ?200 crore in 2015 to set 
up two aseptic PET bottles lines in Gandhinagar 
and Godhra. This shot up the production 
capacity of bottles up to 2.5 million bottles per 
day.   
 
The advancement in packaging techniques have 
also helped in extending the shelf-life of the 
flavoured milk products. Flavoured milk is 
produced using the UHT (ultra high 
temperature) technology, which assists in the 
storage of flavoured milk for six to nine months, 
without refrigeration.  
 
Additionally, several other techniques are being 
developed and adopted to enhance the shelf-
life, flavour and texture of the products. For 
instance, silver-based micro-particles with 
bactericidal, antimicrobial, and self-sterilising 
properties are added into the plastic packaging, 
which helps in increasing the shelf-life.   
 
More recently, the carbonation method is being 
used to amplify the qualitative nutrition 
contained in milk. The method involves the 
carbonation of milk at 50 psi pressure for 30 
seconds. It helps in inhibition of microbes, 
reduction in psychrotrophic count, contents of 
FFA and soluble nitrogen. 
 
Government Initiatives 
Efforts are being made by the Government of 
India towards transforming the Indian dairy 
industry from a fragmented sector into a 
regulated and organised market.   
 
In April 2015, the department of animal 
husbandry, dairying and fisheries under the 
ministry of agriculture launched ‘Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Scheme,’ to 
bring structural changes in the Indian dairy 

industry.  
 
Under this scheme, the government provides 
subsidies for setting up modern dairy farms, 
improving infrastructure for production of clean 
milk, upgradation of traditional technology and 
rearing of good breeding stock.  
 
Another programme, ‘National Programme for 
Bovine Breeding and Dairy Development,’ 
launched in 2014, focusses at integrating milk 
production and dairying activities with a 
scientific approach. This programme enabled 
the dairy farmers to conserve and rear selected 
indigenous bovine breeds. Along with this, it 
also helped in providing information about the 
breeding tracts of important indigenous breeds 
in order to prevent them from contracting any 
disease. 
 
The metamorphosis of the market structure has 
impacted the face of the Indian dairy industry in 
a positive manner. These programmes ensure 
the use of high standards and scientific 
practices of milching, along with availability of 
veterinary health services. This has resulted in 
alluring MNCs to invest in the dairy industry of 
India. Some of the multinational food 
companies which have entered the Indian dairy 
industry are Arla Foods, Kerry Group, and the 
Dutch dairy cooperative FrieslandCampina.  
 
Their growing interest in India not only boosts 
the already thriving food industry, but also 
brings new technology into the country which 
helps in increasing productivity and enhancing 
the quality of output. The MNCs also introduce 
new flavours and varieties in the culinary 
tradition, and fuse them with the ethnic tastes 
and preferences.   
 
Contract Manufacturing of Value-Added 
Products 
India is the largest producer of milk, accounting 
for 18.5% of the world production, achieving an 
annual output of more than 140 million tonne 
in 2016. Yet, sources from IMARC Group find 
that only one-third of the total milk produced in 
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the country is sold under the organised sector.  
 
The dearth of procurement centres and 
processing plants works unfavourably for the 
development of the industry. Meanwhile, the 
abundant availability of the raw material and 
low capital investment have encouraged several 
MNCs to seek opportunities in the country.  
 
These MNCs help in expanding the network of 
procurement centres and promote efficient 
utilisation of resources. The dairy farmers 
supply their milk to these centres, which further 
process it and manufacture value-added 
products. The processing of raw milk under the 
guided management of an already established 
brand promises better quality, longer shelf-life 
and varied options of package sizes.  
 
Internationally renowned dairy companies like 

Lactalis are making multi-million investments in 
the dairy industry of India. It bought India’s 
second-largest private dairy company, 
Thirumala for ?1,750 crore in 2014. It also went 
on to acquire Anik Industries, an Indore-based 
dairy company, for ?470 crore this year in 
March.  
 
The flavoured milk market is still at a nascent 
stage in the country. However, the wider 
acceptance of the Indian dairy market at the 
global level has provided various opportunities 
for growth of this market in the region. The 
transformation of the industry into an 
organised sector has also stimulated 
government and international credence in the 
profit prospects of the market in the region.  
 
(The author is business analyst, IMARC Group) 

 

Farming may have changed human skull shape: Study 
 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/farming-may-have-changed-human-skull-shape-study/article9830999.ece 

LOS ANGELES, AUG 25:   

 

he advent of farming, especially dairy 
products, had a small but significant effect 

on the shape of human skulls, according to a 
study. 

Humans who live by hunting and foraging wild 
foods have to put more effort into chewing 
than people living on farming, who eat a softer 
diet. 

Although previous studies have linked skull 
shape to agriculture and softer foods, it has 
proved difficult to determine the extent and 
consistency of these changes at a global scale. 

Researchers at University of California, Davis in 
the US used a worldwide collection of 559 
crania (skull) and 534 lower jaws from more 
than two dozen pre-industrial populations to 
model the influence of diet on the shape, form 
and size of the human skull during the transition 

to agriculture. They found modest changes in 
skull morphology for groups that consumed 
cereals, dairy, or both cereals and dairy. 

“The main differences between forager and 
farmer skulls are where we would expect to find 
them, and change in ways we might expect 
them to, if chewing demands decreased in 
farming groups,” said UC Davis graduate 
student David Katz. 

The largest changes in skull morphology were 
observed in groups consuming dairy products, 
suggesting that the effect of agriculture on skull 
morphology was greatest in populations 
consuming the softest food (cheese), 
researchers said. 

“At least in early farmers, milk did not make for 
bigger, stronger skull bones,” Katz said. 
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However, differences due to diet tended to be 
small compared to other factors, such as the 
difference between males and females or 
between individuals with the same diet from 

different populations, said Katz, who is now a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Calgary in Canada. 

 

Farm livelihoods: beware of RCEP 
 

BY DEVINDER SHARMA, AUG 20 2017, 23:08 IST 

http://m.deccanherald.com/articles.php?name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.deccanherald.com%2Fcontent%2F629065%2Ffarm-

livelihoods-beware-rcep.html 

 

t was always known, but when a United 
Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation 

(FAO) report in 2003 explained in detail how 
devastating cheaper imports of agricultural 
commodities and products have been to 
domestic production, and presented a chart 
detailing out how a surge in imports acted as a 
strong blow to the local economy, I thought the 
world would sit back and take notice. 
 
On the contrary, international trade 
negotiations have now taken a more aggressive 
stance. More and more opening up of the trade 
barriers has destroyed millions of livelihoods in 
the bargain. 
 
Let's examine what is at stake. Over the past 
few decades, especially after 1995 when the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) came into 
existence, the effort has been to force 
developing countries to remove trade barriers 
and import duties. 
 
According to FAO, when imports of tomato 
paste increased by 15 times in Senegal, local 
production declined by 50%; when vegetable oil 
imports doubled in Jamaica, it recorded a 68% 
cut in domestic production. 
 
In India, too, when imports of vegetable oils 
surged between 1993-94 and 2015-16 following 
a systematic reduction in import duties over the 
years, India turned from a position of self-

sufficiency to become the world's second 
biggest importer of edible oils. 
 
What was attempted initially through the WTO 
was aggressively pushed under bilateral Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) and regional trade 
pacts. While numerous studies have shown that 
India has hardly gained from the opening up of 
the domestic market, the damage done to 
agriculture has been enormous. 
 
As if this is not enough, a Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
treaty, which concluded its latest round of 
negotiations in Hyderabad in July, is considering 
removing import duties on 92% of all traded 
commodities. Worse, it is believed that a 
draconian provision whereby the import duties 
that will be reduced to zero under the treaty 
cannot be raised later, is being considered, a 
provision that even the WTO did not impose. 

 
In other words, the RCEP treaty, if India agrees 
to sign, would open up the Indian market for 
zero import duty for all times to come. It will 
take away the right from India to protect and 
ensure the livelihood security of its 600 million 
farmers. The treaty is being negotiated between 
16 countries, including South Korea, Japan, 
Australia, New Zealand and China. 
 
Surprisingly, every time India enters into a trade 
negotiation, it seeks 'greater market access for 
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its services, including easier norms for its 
professionals to move across borders for short-
term work'. 
 
While this is certainly important, one fails to 
understand why agriculture is being deliberately 
sacrificed in the bargain. After all, domestic 
agriculture, which entails the livelihoods of 600 
million farmers, cannot be placed on the 
chopping block of international trade. 
Grim prospects 
 
Take the case of the dairy sector. According to 
Jayan Mehta, senior general manager of Amul 
dairy cooperatives, the livelihoods of 150 
million people engaged in dairy farming will be 
severely if RCEP negotiations continue on 
current lines. 
 
India is the biggest producer of milk in the 
world. Presently, the import of milk and milk 
products are allowed with an import duty 
ranging from 40% to 60%. This provides enough 
protection for the local dairy industry to build 
its competitiveness. 
 
Opening up the flood gates will inundate India 
with cheaper milk flowing in from Australia and 
New Zealand. Let us not forget that while 
Australia, with only 6,300 dairy farmers and 
New Zealand, with 12,000, are pushing 
aggressively to protect the economic interests 
of their small dairy farming communities, India 
is willing to sacrifice the livelihoods of 150 
million dairy farmers. 
 

Since India has a huge domestic demand for 
milk, it doesn't have the kind of export surplus 
that Australia and New Zealand have. Just 
because those countries are willing to provide 
greater access to Indian IT professionals, should 
India jeopardize the livelihoods of 150 million 
dairy farmers? 
 
Dairy is not the only commodity for which the 
market is to open up. India will have to open up 
for all kinds of fruits, vegetables, pulses, 
potatoes, spices, plantation crops, seeds, silk, 
processed foods, etc. 
 
Although India is still insisting on allowing zero 
tariff import on only 80% of the traded goods, 
and is seeking a three-tier structure, the 
negotiations are led by the dominant and 
aggressive stance of countries like China, 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Korea, 
which will eventually have their say. 
 
It has taken so many years for the world to 
understand that the WTO was designed to serve 
the commercial interests of only the top 1%. 
The RCEP treaty, being negotiated without 
drawing any lessons from the WTO experience, 
would strike a much severe blow. What was 
negotiated in the Hyderabad round of talks has 
not been made public. It is being done in 
complete secrecy. 
 
A few people sitting in heavily guarded 
negotiations take decisions which eventually 
impact the future of 99% of the population. This 
is grossly unfair. 
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State of affairs: Spilling 'first milk' 
 

UPDATED: AUGUST 19, 2017 11:23 IST 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/state-of-affairs-spilling-first-milk/article19522962.ece 

 

n Tamil Nadu, the percentage of infants who 
were breast-fed within one hour of birth 

dropped in 2015-16 compared to a decade ago. 
Only two more States - Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand - witnessed a drop in this indicator 
in NFHS-4. 

NFHS-4 (2015-16) 

According to National Family Health Survey-4, 
on an 

average, 
about 

54.7% of 
infants in 

T.N. 
(under 3 
years at 
the time 
of survey) 

were 
breastfed 

within one 
hour birth 
- 0.5% 
points less 

than 
NFHS-3. 

NFHS-3 (2005-06) 

In the last survey, 55.2% of infants were breast-
fed within one hour of birth - 0.5 % points more 

than recent survey. Only Himachal and 
Uttarakhand experienced similar drops. 

Change in rankings 

This time around, Tamil Nadu slipped 6 places 
and was placed in the 12th position among the 
28 States (including Delhi). A.P. and Telangana 
ignored for rankings and past figures. 

 

 

Source: WHO, NFHS-4 
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Foreign News 

Size matters when innovating dairy products 

28 August 2017 

https://www.uq.edu.au/news/article/2017/08/size-matters-when-innovating-dairy-products 

 

magine low-fat cream that’s easier to whip, 
cold butter that’s more spreadable, and dairy 

cream powders that can be tailored for a range 
of products from milk to cheese to yoghurts. 

The solution is all in the fat globule sizes, 
according to a research team led by Professor 
Bhesh Bhandariof the The University of 
Queensland’s School of Agriculture and Food 
Sciences. 

Professor Bhandari, also of the Australian 
Research Council (ARC) Dairy Innovation Hub, is 
pioneering techniques to create innovative 
dairy products with relatively small capital 
investment. 

“Fat globules in milk came in various sizes, with 
each size class able to be used to improve 
specific dairy products,” Professor Bhandari 
said. 

“Our latest findings reveal that small fat 
globules impart an amazing stability to cream 
and give cold butter softer texture and 
improved spreadability.” 

Professor Bhandari and his team are exploiting 
technologies such as nanoemulsions (emulsified 
oil and water systems with droplets ranging in 
the billionths of a metre), which are gaining 
popularity in the pharmaceutical industry. 

ARC Dairy Innovation Hub PhD student Pramesh 
Dhungana said the team at UQ had developed 
procedures using a modified commercial cream 
separator to separate native milk fat globules 
into various size ranges without damaging the 
droplet integrity. 

“The benefit of using the existing dairy 
equipment is that it can be readily applied to 
the dairy industry with some modifications,” he 
said 

“We expect this innovative approach can be 
used to increase the whippability of low fat 
cream and to manufacture functional cream 
powder for use in recombined liquid milk, 
cheese, yoghurt and butter making.” 

ARC Dairy Innovation Hub PhD student Bhavesh 
Panchal is downsizing creams into nanometric 
size ranges and using the resultant nano-sized 
creams in butter making at UQ.   

“This will help in introducing further desirable 
properties in low fat butter or fat spreads,” he 
said. 

“We can’t wait to learn about consumer 
responses to the taste and flavour of nano-sized 
butter in the later stages of the project.”    

ARC Dairy Innovation Hub director Associate 
Professor Sally Gras said the capabilities 
developed by the nanoemulsions team had the 
potential to allow production of innovative 
dairy ingredients, providing the Australian 
industry with a competitive advantage.  

“This is a great outcome for the dairy industry, 
as these innovations could boost the sale of 
dairy fat products, potentially increasing the 
return on investment to dairy manufacturers,” 
she said. 

The Nanoemulsion team at UQ includes 
Professor Bhandari, Dr Nidhi Bansal, Dr 
Sangeeta Prakash, Dr Tuyen Truong, Mr 
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Dhungana and Mr Panchal, in partnership with 
The University of Melbourne researchers and 
dairy manufacturing companies. 

The studies are published in the Innovative 
Food Science and Emerging 
Technologies(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ifset.20
17.03.011) and Food Research 

International(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodres.
2017.05.027) Journals. 

The work extends on a previous UQ project 
funded by Dairy Innovation Australia Limited 
(DIAL), where dairy nanoemulsions were 
revealed to have unique physical 
characteristics. 

 

Is it real milk? No whey 

28th Aug 2017 12:00 PM 

https://www.southburnetttimes.com.au/news/is-it-real-milk-no-whey/3217335/ 

F IT doesn't come from the udder of a hoofed 
farm animal can it be called milk? 

Dairy Connect, a dairy farmers advocacy group, 
doesn't think so. 

It launched a petition to pressure the Federal 
Government to ban soy, almond, rice and 
coconut milk producers from using the word 
"milk” on their labelling. 

The petition states non-dairy liquids marketed 
nationally including those made from soy, 
cashew, almond, oat, hemp, rice and coconut 
extracts all utilise vastly different production 
methods to that of cows milk. 

Dairy Connect chief executive officer Shaughn 
Morgan said the evolving range plant-based 
"milk” products mislead consumers into 
thinking they have the same nutritional benefits 
as animal milk. 

"We have seen a rise in the number of dairy-
imitations made from plants,” Mr Morgan said. 

"We believe that this has been the source of 
confusion among consumers, some of whom 
equate the great nutritional benefits of cows' 
milk with the plant drink alternatives.” 

Dairy Connect's efforts follow a recent decision 
by the European Union Court of Justice to force 

producers to differentiate between dairy and 
plant derived products. 

"In light of this, we would like to see Australia 
keep up with the progressive dairy labelling 
laws in overseas markets and we support the 
initiatives being progressed in Europe and the 
United States,” Mr Morgan said. 

About 81% of South Burnett Times reader think 
we shouldn't label plant based liquids as milk. 

We ran a poll last week and the results broadly 
supported changes to the labelling laws. 

Here are a few Facebook comments: 

Jess Tomlinson: It's not really milk is it, more 
like genetically modified soy juice and almond 
juice. 

Kalila Grevell: Has to be called milk, who can say 
nut juice with a straight face? 

Mac Blue: NO! Damn Whey Whatsoever! 

Mereleen Hoo Ke: I produce almond milk from 
my herd of little almonds. 

Thompsen Craig: Almonds are poisonous, if you 
can't eat it raw you should not eat it. 
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Explore early 1900s farming at Dairy Day 

http://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20170828/explore-early-1900s-farming-at-dairy-day 

t. James Farm Dairy Day offers visitors of all 
ages a chance to explore what life was like 

on a dairy farm in the early 1900s. 

The event runs from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 9, at St. James Farm on Winfield Road, a 
quarter-mile north of Butterfield Road in 
Warrenville. 

Visitors can participate in a dairy-themed 
scavenger hunt, explore a hay maze, try milking 
Maggie the Milking Cow, see a live cow and win 
ice cream. Guided covered wagon rides along 
part of the "milk and newspaper run" of the 
former CA&E Railroad route will highlight the 
history of dairy farming in the region. 

A costumed interpreter portraying Marion 
McCormick, who purchased the property with 
her husband, Chauncey, in 1920, will share 

stories from the farm's early days and explain 
how St. James Farm set the benchmark for dairy 
farms throughout the Midwest for the better 
part of two decades. 

To support their growing, award-winning herd 
of Guernsey cows, the McCormicks built a state-
of-the-art dairy barn with roomy stalls and 
assorted outbuildings. 

"Experience what it's like to make butter and 
see a hay elevator at work," said Forest 
Preserve District Commissioner Al Murphy, 
District 6. "Dairy Day is a great hands-on 
opportunity for people of all ages." 

For information, call (630) 580-7025. 
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Bacteria, undeclared milk top causes for recalls in 2Q 

BY NEWS DESK | AUGUST 28, 2017 

http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2017/08/bacteria-undeclared-milk-top-causes-for-recalls-during-
2q/#.WaeW-bIjHct 

 

 

Courtesy of Stericycle 

fter three consecutive quarters with 200 
or more food recalls under the Food and 

Drug Administration’s jurisdiction, the second 
quarter of 2017 broke the trend. 

From May through June this year the there 
were 178 food recalls of FDA-regulated 
products in the U.S., according to a report 
compiled by Stericycle Expert Solutions Inc. 
That’s an 11 percent decline compared to the 
first three months of 2017. Even with that 
decrease, Q2 for 2017 still saw more food 
recalls of FDA regulated foods logged than were 
recorded from Q1 of 2013 through Q2 of 2016. 

In the realm of meat, poultry and certain egg 
products, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
records showed a 47 percent increase in recalls 
for 2Q this year compared to the same period in 
2016. The USDA posted 47 recalls from May 
through June this year, the second highest 

number for a three-month period since 2005, 
according to Stericycle’s quarterly report. 

While individual units recalled under FDA 
regulations dropped about 3 percent compared 
with 2Q of 2016, with about 89.3 million units 
pulled, the USDA — which measures recalls in 
pounds rather than units — saw a 307 percent 
increase. From May through June this year 
USDA supervised the recall of more than 10.2 
million pounds of meat, poultry and egg 
products. 

For both FDA and USDA, the second quarter this 
year saw more volume recalled than was pulled 
during 18 of the past 21 quarters, Stericycle 
reported. 

Undeclared milk was responsible for the vast 
majority of the volume of food recalled under 
the USDA’s regulations during the 2Q this year, 
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accounting for 80.9 percent of the foods 
recalled under USDA jurisdiction. In the first 
three months of 2017 less than 1 percent of 
USDA recalls were because of undeclared milk. 

The primary cause of the milk allergen recalls 
was the failure of a bread/cracker crumb 
supplier to declare milk on its products’ labels, 
which resulted in producers downstream failing 
to declare milk on their labels. 

On the FDA side, bacterial contamination was 
the reason behind the recall of 86.6 percent of 
the food units pulled under the supervision of 
the agency. The remaining 13.4 percent of FDA 
recalls were because of undeclared allergens at 
8.4 percent of the total, foreign material at 4.8 
percent and “other” at 0.2 percent. 

Of the FDA-regulated foods recalled during 2Q 
this year, 70 percent were prepared foods, 
which only accounted for 2.9 percent of FDA 
recalls during the first three months of 2017. 

Other highlights from the second quarter report 
include: 

FDA recalls by categories 

Prepared foods 23.6 percent; 

Dairy 11.2 percent; 

Seafood 10.1 percent; and 

Supplements 10.1 percent. 

USDA recalls by pounds 

Poultry 72.3 percent; 

Multiple ingredients 18.8 percent; 

Beef 6.3 percent; and 

Pork 1.7 percent. 

 

 

Scheme helping to upskill farm advisors 

Written by  James Allen 

Saturday, 26 August 2017 

http://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/item/12382-scheme-helping-to-upskill-farm-advisors 

eople often like to talk about the good old 
days. 

Usually their reminiscing doesn’t stand up 
to the harsh light of reality. But sometimes, just 
sometimes, that torch reveals a truth. 

There was a ‘good old days’ in my profession, a 
time when a farmer had ready access to advice 
about a change to the industry or the impact of 
a new technology or regulation on his or her 
business. That advice came from farm 
management professionals, people with 
decades of experience who had built a powerful 
repository of primary sector knowledge. 

State deregulation and commercialisation 
during the 1990s saw its demise, and for many 
years the primary sector struggled against that 
huge swell of change, struggled to find solid 
ground. 

Thankfully, that precious resource has been 
rebuilt, just in time for New Zealand’s farmers 
to tackle a new and very different wave. 

It was all so different in the 1990s: the average 
farm had about 150 cows and ran a pasture-
only system, staff management involved a chat 
with a couple of workers over a pot of tea, and 
precision agriculture was getting the milking 
done on time. 
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Today the average herd numbers at least 400, 
the modern dairy farm uses a wide variety of 
feed inputs and many farms have a lot more 
staff to manage. 

Also, the operating environment is very 
different. 

Environmental compliance, human resource 
management, increasing consumer 
expectations, health and safety regulation, 
volatility of product price and increasing 
requirements for governance are all examples 
of the changing workplace for the dairy farmer. 

Then there’s the advance and opportunity of 
new technology -- big data, analytics and the 
much-hyped precision agriculture. 

Farmers have a lot on their plates and for a long 
time they’ve had little to lean on, but that has 
changed because of hard work and innovative 
thinking by the Ministry for Primary Industries 
and organisations such as DairyNZ, who 
recognised the vacuum of knowledge and the 
implications for the industry in an environment 
of shifting consumer expectations and growing 
compliance. 

Notably, the Transforming the Dairy Value 
Chain (TDVC) Primary Growth Partnership 
programme has implemented a national 
strategy of change on an unprecedented scale. 

The programme is a seven-year, $170 million 
innovation investment led by commercial 
partners, including DairyNZ and Fonterra, and 
partnered by the Ministry for Primary 
Industries. 

Over the past few years the programme has 
supported the upskilling of hundreds of rural 
professionals to help them tackle this new wave 
of compliance and opportunity. The work has 
restored and accelerated the capability and 
capacity of this important part of the primary 
sector. 

This campaign of rebuilding has also involved 
veterinarians, research and training institutes, 
fertiliser companies and regional councils. 

My own company AgFirst has helped provide 
that knowledge for rural professionals and has 
benefited in the rise in industry reputation and 
employment opportunities. We have benefited 
from TDVC support in an unprecedented 
accreditation process that emphasises best 
practice, provision of training and development 
programmes for rural professionals, and the 
creation of an environment where we can 
contribute more to building smarter, profitable 
and more sustainable businesses. 

The work of DairyNZ, the NZ Institute of Primary 
Industry Management and leading farm 
management consultancy firms in developing 
the Dairy Farm Systems accreditation process is 
a good example of this endeavour – assessing 
the attainment of a minimum set of skills 
required to be a competent dairy farm systems 
consultant. 

It involves a set of online assessment modules, 
submission of a detailed whole farm 
assessment report on a case study farm, and 
verification of competence by farmer referrals. 

The farmer benefits through a whole farm 
assessment that can potentially dramatically lift 
productivity and profit, while ensuring the 
business meets its environmental obligations. 
The industry benefits by getting better, more 
educated advice. 

This is just one example of how farmers, the 
environment and the wider economy have 
much to gain from this collaborative effort. 
There are many others. 
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Agriculture focus of leaders 

http://www.dodgeglobe.com/news/20170826/agriculture-focus-of-leaders 

By Tim Carpenter/Topeka Capital-Journal 

Posted Aug 26, 2017 at 1:01 AM 

    

ANHATTAN — Outgoing Gov. Sam 
Brownback wistfully reflected on the 

administration’s work on agriculture policy 
Thursday before plugging a strategy for building 
an empire through relocation of the American 
Royal across the state line into Kansas. 

He spoke with pride about inspiring a 
collaborative effort among farmers who rely on 
irrigation to slow depletion of the Ogallala 
Aquifer, expressed gratitude for emergence of 
ethanol production to expand the market for 
bumper corn harvests and looked forward to 
completion of the $1.2 billion National Bio and 
Agro-Defense Facility in Manhattan. 

But, Brownback said, the nucleus of an 
economic marvel can be found in construction 
of the $160 million American Royal complex in 
Kansas City, Kan. 

“It’s going to be more than a stock show,” 
Brownback said. “We want to be the center of 
agriculture technology for the world. We want 
to be the center of genetic marketing for the 
world. In Kansas. Here. Us. That’s a vision we 
have.” 

Brownback, who expects to be confirmed 
within a couple months as ambassador of 
religious freedom in the administration of 
President Donald Trump, addressed about 350 
people at the Summit on Agricultural Growth. 

Only oblique references were made by 
Brownback to the slump in Kansas farm income 
during the past three year associated with low 
commodity prices. Average net farm income fell 
from $140,000 in 2013 and $128,000 in 2014 to 
$6,000 in 2015 before rebounding slightly to 
$43,000 in 2016, based on the Kansas Farm 
Management Association’s annual surveys. 

That economic reality provided incentive to 
look beyond the obvious during dozens of 
discussion groups devoted to the future role of 
specialty crops, unmanned aerial drones, food 
processing, oil seeds, entrepreneurship as well 
as the staples of beef, pork, dairy, wheat, corn 
and sorghum. 

U.S. Rep. Roger Marshall, a Republican who 
represents the rural, massive 1st District in 
Congress, said he was impressed the 
conference had the feel of a business strategy 
session rather than a stem-winding task force 
full of bluster and low on action. 

“So many people form committees, pray about 
it and do nothing,” Marshall said. 

He said the government was prepared to 
endorse the conversion of sorghum oil into bio-
diesel, which would bolster the market value of 
a grain mainly used as livestock feed. 
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'Wow, no cow': the Swedish farmer using oats to make milk 

 

Saturday 26 August 2017 07.00 BSTLast modified on Saturday 26 August 2017 07.36 BST 

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/aug/26/wow-no-cow-swedish-farmer-oats-milk-oatly 

 

dam Arnesson, 27, is not your usual milk 
producer. For starters, he doesn’t have 

any dairy cattle. Our first photo opportunity is 
in the middle of one of his fields of oats. 

Until last year all these oats went into animal 
feed, either sold or fed to the sheep, pigs and 
cows he rears on his organic farm in Örebro 
county, central Sweden. 

With the support of Swedish drinks company 
Oatly, they are now being used to produce an 
oat milk drink – tapping into the growing 
market for dairy alternatives across the country. 

Livestock still provides most of the income of 
the 80ha farm Arnesson runs in partnership 
with his parents. But he wants that to change. 

“The natural thing for us would be to increase 
our livestock numbers, but I don’t want a 
factory,” he says. “The number of animals has 
to be emotionally right so I know each of 
them.” 

Instead, Arnesson wants to grow more protein 
crops, such as oats, and sell them for human 
consumption rather than for feeding to 
livestock to produce meat and dairy. 

The rearing of livestock and meat consumption 
accounts for 14.5% of global greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. Alongside carbon emissions 
from deforestation (for pasture or crops to feed 
animals), the livestock sector is also the single 
biggest human-related source of methane (from 
cattle) and nitrous oxide emissions 
(from fertiliser and manure), two particularly 
potent greenhouse gases. 

On current trends, by 2050 we will be growing 
more crops to feed directly to animals than 
ourselves. Even small shifts to feeding crops to 
humans instead of livestock would lead 
to significant increases in food availability. 

One company promoting itself heavily on the 
back of its claim to be tackling this issue has 
been Oatly. It has been causing controversy – 
and has even been the target of legal action 
from a Swedish dairy trade group – with its 
outspoken attacks on the dairy sector and its 
related climate emissions. 

Ditch the cows, drink oat milk and save the 
planet, has been the gist of its marketing 
messaging, which has included a promotional 
video of CEO Toni Petersson singing “Wow, no 
cow’ in a field of oats. 

Petersson says the company is just “telling 
people what the science tells us about the need 
to consume more plant-based foods”. 

 Arnesson’s drink was branded as “Gammeldags 
Hafvredryck” (Swedish for old-fashioned oat 
drink) because of his use of a less commonly 
grown oat variety. Photograph: Tom Levitt for 
the Guardian 

The Swedish Food Agency – while it highlights 
the benefit of grazing animals for producing a 
“rich agricultural landscape” in the country –
 warns people against consuming too many 
dairy products, due to the climate impact of 
methane gas emissions from cows. 

A 

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/aug/26/wow-no-cow-swedish-farmer-oats-milk-oatly
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/197623/icode/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/dec/20/tax-meat-cut-methane-emissions-scientists
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/dec/20/tax-meat-cut-methane-emissions-scientists
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=20772#.WZ7nzbLyvrc
http://iopscience.iop.org/1748-9326/8/4/044044/article
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/8/3/034015/meta;jsessionid=53816E3502790CC18075C8DB07C5DD45.c2.iopscience.cld.iop.org
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-05-14/swedish-oat-milk-producer-benefits-from-dairy-industry-lawsuit
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-05-14/swedish-oat-milk-producer-benefits-from-dairy-industry-lawsuit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HQU0MB0D5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HQU0MB0D5A
https://www.livsmedelsverket.se/en/food-habits-health-and-environment/dietary-guidelines/vuxna/dairy-products-advice
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However, Arnesson says many farmers in 
Sweden believe Oatly is demonising dairy 
farmers. 

“I had a lot of arguments on social media with 
other farmers, because I thought what Oatly 
was doing could bring better opportunities to 
our sector,” says Arnesson, who decided to 
contact the company in 2015 to see if they 
could help him switch away from livestock. 

For Oatly, the timing was ideal. It buys its oats 
from a wholesaler as it says it does not have the 
scale to mill and process itself, but saw 
Arnesson as an opportunity to demonstrate 
how it could help transition farmers away from 
livestock farming. 

By late 2016, Arnesson had his own limited 
edition range of Oatly-branded oat milk 
complete with a national video campaign. 

“Quite a lot of farmers had a bad image and 
perhaps even hated us,” says Cecilia Sjöholm, 
head of communications at Oatly. “But we’re 
very much pro-farmer.” Petersson adds: “We 
want to be a catalyst company. We can help 
farmers move away from animals to plant 
production.” 

So far, Arnesson says, he has faced little 
hostility from his neighbours for collaborating 
with Oatly. “It was kind of surprising but other 
dairy farmers have been to my [farm] shop and 
like the oat milk. One came and said he likes 
cow’s milk and oats too. It’s a Swedish thing to 
eat oats. The anger is not as strong as it seems 
on Facebook.” 

The company played upon the heritage of oats 
in the Swedish diet by branding Arnesson’s 

limited edition range as “Gammeldags 
Hafvredryck” (Swedish for old-fashioned oat 
drink) because of his use of a less commonly 
grown oat variety. 

After the first year of producing oats, 
analysis by researchers at the Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences found that 
Arnesson’s farm was producing double the 
amount of calories for human consumption per 
hectare and had halved the climate impact of 
each calorie produced. 

At present, Arnesson admits that growing the 
oats for milk is only viable with Oatly’s support 
of a guaranteed market. But with the growth of 
the company – it produced 28m litres of oat 
milk in 2016 and plans to have a capacity of 
100m by 2020 – he hopes that changes in the 
near future. 

“I don’t want to take pride from having a tractor 
or producing 10 tonnes of wheat or a sow with 
10 piglets, but in feeding and preserving the 
planet – that is one of the big things I want as a 
farmer to be involved in changing,” says 
Arnesson. 

Oatly said it plans to work with three more 
farmers to demonstrate the environmental 
benefits of switching from livestock to more 
crop production. But Arnesson says livestock 
farmers need government support in order to 
do so in large numbers. 

“Converting to growing oats won’t be viable for 
everyone and not for those dairy farmers that 
have built up a large farm business. But we 
need to start talking about farming in a 
different way. About the opportunities and not 
just the problems,” he says. 

 

 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308521X15300421
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A new program aims to increase awareness of dairy industry careers 

25 Aug 2017, 2 p.m. 

http://www.portnews.com.au/story/4877792/school-program-to-boost-dairy-industry/ 

 

ASTINGS Secondary College students from 
both campuses are among eight Mid 

North Coast NSW schools who will integrate a 
farm module into their curriculum this term. 

Cows Create Careers is a six-week program that 
aims to increase student awareness of dairy 
industry careers in a hands-on way. 

Students in year seven to nine will experience 
learning by engaging in the rearing of two three 
week old calves, with each campus being 
provided with a Dairy Industry Curriculum for 
the program. 

Local Dairy Farmers play a vital role in 
encouraging and supporting students, as well as 
exposing them to possible careers by offering 
first-hand knowledge on the industry. 

Michael and Paula Gray, Dairy Farmers from 
Rollands Plains, were delighted to be part of the 
program to expose students to the Dairy 
industry and how it works. 

“We delivered two Holstein Friesian calves and 
feed to the College’s Westport Campus as part 
of the program,” Mrs Gray said. 

“Providing calves as part of the program is a fun 
and engaging way to introduce students to 
dairy farming.” 

Hastings Secondary College teacher Luke 
Schmitzer said the partnership demonstrates 
the relationships between Key Learning Areas 
and real-life professional applications. 

“It introduces students to educational 
opportunities through vocational and university 
pathways,” he said. 

As part of the program, students undertake a 
project where they investigate cattle rearing 
and the dairy industry in general. 

Students will present their findings via video 
and models to the Diary industry for judging 
next month. 

Laura Page, a student at Hastings Secondary 
College, said when the calves arrived, they 
named them Cookies and Cream before settling 
them into their environment to get them used 
to human interaction. 

“The program includes hand feeding the calves 
before and after school and weighing them 
each day,” she explained. 

“We also get to groom the heifers. They like 
their baths and we are training them to walk on 
a lead.” 

The calves will return to the Gray’s Dairy Farm 
late August to become part of their milking 
herd. 

Upon completion of the program, student and 
teachers will attend an official presentation on 
Monday, October 16, in Wauchope where 
prizes will be awarded to winning schools and 
students. 

The program has gained strong support from 
dairy farmers and advocates across Australia. 

Locally the project is funded by Dairy NSW and 
received additional support across the state 
from local companies, including Mid Coast 
Connect, Maximum Animal Nutrition, 
Castlereagh Feeds, Provico, Peach, Teats, Dasco, 
Daviesaway and Skellerup who have continued 

H 
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to support the program in the Mid Coast NSW region.

Students win academic dairy scholarships 

August 24, 2017 

https://www.farmanddairy.com/news/students-win-academic-dairy-scholarships/439407.html 

EDINA, Ohio — College students from six 
Dairy Farmers of America member 

families are the recipients of Mideast Area 
scholarships for 2017. 

Each year the Mideast Area selects six college 
students from members’ farms, who excel in 
their extracurricular activities, academics and 
dairy farming work ethic. The recipients of the 
$750 scholarships represent the future of the 
dairy industry. 

This year’s recipients, with their university and 
major include: Brittany Jones, The University of 
Kentucky, Agriculture Economics; Heather 
Mahoney, Michigan State University, Social 
Relations and Policy; Shelby McKay, Wittenberg 
University, Business and Spanish; Brandon 

Schoeneman, University of Northwestern Ohio, 
Diesel Technology and Agricutltural Equipment 
Technology; Luke Steinke, University of 
Northwestern Ohio, Diesel Technology; Kristina 
Workinger, Ohio University, Chemical 
Engineering. 

Endowed DFA scholarships are available at 
several Mideast Area land grant universities for 
select agricultural majors. 

Combined, DFAs endowed scholarships, 
contributions to the Michigan Dairy Memorial 
Scholarship Fund and these at-large 
scholarships will support the educational goals 
of 20 Mideast Area students by awarding more 
than $20,000 in scholarships. 

 

Farming, dairy products linked to change in human skull shape 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20170824/Farming-dairy-products-linked-to-change-in-human-skull-shape.aspx 

 

August 24, 2017 

he advent of farming, especially dairy 

products, had a small but significant effect 

on the shape of human skulls, according to a 

recently published study from anthropologists 

at UC Davis. 

Humans who live by hunting and foraging wild 

foods have to put more effort into chewing 

than people living from farming, who eat a 

softer diet. Although previous studies have 

linked skull shape to agriculture and softer 

foods, it has proved difficult to determine the 

extent and consistency of these changes at a 

global scale. 

Graduate student David Katz, with Professor 

Tim Weaver and statistician Mark Grote, used a 

worldwide collection of 559 crania and 534 

lower jaws (skull bones) from more than two 

dozen pre-industrial populations to model the 

influence of diet on the shape, form, and size of 

the human skull during the transition to 

agriculture. 

They found modest changes in skull morphology 

for groups that consumed cereals, dairy, or both 

cereals and dairy. 

"The main differences between forager and 

farmer skulls are where we would expect to find 

M 

T 
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them, and change in ways we might expect 

them to, if chewing demands decreased in 

farming groups," said Katz, who is now a 

postdoctoral researcher at the University of 

Calgary, Alberta. 

The largest changes in skull morphology were 

observed in groups consuming dairy products, 

suggesting that the effect of agriculture on skull 

morphology was greatest in populations 

consuming the softest food (cheese!). 

"At least in early farmers, milk did not make for 

bigger, stronger skull bones," Katz said. 

However, differences due to diet tended to be 

small compared to other factors, such as the 

difference between males and females or 

between individuals with the same diet from 

different populations, Katz said. 

 

"Virtual Dairy Farm Brain" aims to help farmers make smarter 
decisions 

Wisconsin State FarmerPublished 3:57 p.m. CT Aug. 22, 2017 

http://www.wisfarmer.com/story/news/press-release/2017/08/22/virtual-dairy-farm-brain-aims-help-farmers-make-smarter-

decisions/591383001/ 

 

ADISON - There's a failure to 
communicate on Mitch Breunig's dairy 

farm. The problem doesn't involve people — 
Breunig and his crew share information just 
fine. It has to do with the technologies that 
Breunig uses to manage his operation. They're 
"smart," but they're not speaking to each other. 
 
"We're generating a lot of data every day from 
a bunch of different systems — a feed system, a 
milk system, how much milk you actually ship. 
And none of those systems talk to each other," 
Breunig says. 
 
The upshot is that while Breunig has access to 
great data, he can't use it the way he'd like. For 
example, he'd like to have a daily report of his 
feed efficiency - pounds of milk produced per 
pound of feed consumed - so he could adjust 
his rations to improve profitability. But it's a 
pain to calculate because it requires data from 
his feed management software, written notes 
on tanker weight, and reports texted from his 
milk buyer. 
 

"You can enter it by hand, but you haven't got 
the time, so you don't do it for a week, and then 
you go back and do the data, and you cram it 
in," he says. "Unless you're doing it every day, 
it's hard to get it right. You're always looking 
way too far in the rearview mirror. The data is 
generated every day. We should be able to look 
at it every day." 
 
There ought to be an app for that, and soon 
there could be. A multidisciplinary team of 
University of Wisconsin-Madison scientists has 
set out to create a "virtual dairy farm brain" 
that will collect and integrate all of a farm's data 
streams in real time and then use artificial 
intelligence to analyze those data to help 
farmers make better management decisions. 
 
The dairy industry really needs to get to this 
level in data management, says team leader 
Victor E. Cabrera, a UW-Madison dairy science 
professor who develops software that helps 
dairy farmers evaluate their management 
options. 
 

M 
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"Dairy 
farms 
have 
embraced 
a lot of 
technologi
es that 
generate 
vast 
amounts 
of data," 
he says. 
"The 
problem is 

that 
farmers 
haven't 

been able 
to 

integrate 
this 

informatio
n to 

improve 
whole-

farm 
decision-

making." 

 

What is 
Dairy 
Revenue Protection? 

August 22, 2017 

https://www.fb.org/analysis/what-is-dairy-revenue-protection 

 

airy Revenue Protection (Dairy-RP) is a 
concept plan of insurance, developed by 

the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
American Farm Bureau Insurance Services and 
other collaborators which would allow dairy 
farmers to purchase risk management 
protection against declines in quarterly revenue 
from milk sales, i.e. unexpected declines in milk 
prices, unexpected declines in milk production, 
or both. 

To accurately capture the farm-level revenue 
risk, dairy farmers will determine how their milk 
is priced under the policy by selecting to use a 
classified milk price or a combination of the milk 
components in their milk (milkfat, protein, and 
other milk solids). Dairy-RP would function 
similarly to crop revenue protection polices in 
that the revenue guarantee would be based on 
futures prices, expected production, and 
market-implied risk, and would be priced using 
actuarially appropriate methods. 

The concept plan has been presented to the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation for 
approval to be offered to dairy producers.  A 
survey for dairy farmers to provide input into 
product development is available online 
at www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com. 

Why Dairy Revenue Protection? 

In dairy risk management, one size does not fit 
all. Dairy-RP fills a gap in risk coverage by 
addressing two key sources of dairy farm 
revenue risk: milk price basis and variability in 
milk production, which combined can lead to 
large changes in milk revenue from month to 
month and from farm to farm, Figure 1.  

 

Consider these two sources of revenue risk in 
more detail: price and production. First, there is 
not a uniform price of milk in the U.S. Instead, 
every farmer receives a different price for milk 

D 
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produced on his or her farm. Milk prices and the 
value of milk components are formula-based, 
directly tied to wholesale commodity prices for 
cheddar cheese, butter, and dry milk powders. 
The final farm-gate milk price depends on these 
regulated milk prices, the components in the 
milk produced by the farmer, plus the financial 
return from market-wide revenue sharing pools 
and any farmer-negotiated premiums and 
marketing fees. 

As an example of the regional differences in 
milk prices consider that during 2016, average 
mailbox-milk prices ranged from $14.31 in 
Michigan to $17.27 in New England, and 
averaged $15.95 per hundredweight in all 
report
ed 
areas. 
There 
is not 
a 
USDA-
spons
ored 
risk 
mana
geme
nt tool 
that 
can 
captur
e this variability in milk prices. However, 
because Dairy-RP would allow a farmer to value 
milk based on the milk components or a mix of 
Class III and IV milk prices, much of the farm-
level basis risk can be addressed. 

Second, milk cow productivity varies 
substantially from farm to farm due to a variety 
of factors including the breed of milking cow, 
climate conditions, the quality of feed, and 
stage of lactation. For example, during 2016, 
the average U.S. dairy cow produced 62 pounds 
of milk per day; however, across the U.S. animal 
productivity varied greatly. In Alabama, the 
average milking cow produced 36 pounds of 

milk per day while the average milking cow in 
Colorado produced 71 pounds per day. 

By extension, the amount of revenue a dairy 
cow generates each month varies based not 
only on productivity but also on the monthly 
average value of the milk and is different for 
every farmer across the U.S. During 2016, 
average revenue per cow ranged from $2,186 in 
Arkansas to $4,339 in Colorado. The U.S. 
weighted average was $3,712. Figure 2 
identifies the annual average revenue 
generated per milking cow during 2016. Dairy-
RP provides an opportunity to protect the 
revenue generated per milking cow.  

 

Dairy 
farme

rs 
have 
long 

been 
challe
nged 

by 
variab
ility in 

milk 
reven

ue. 
Howe

ver, following the rapid rise in livestock feed 
prices in 2007, the USDA dairy safety nets were 
re-tooled to focus on income-over-feed-cost 
risk (milk price minus feed costs). These tools 
do not manage directly the revenue risk 
experienced by dairy farmers. This gap in risk 
coverage was highlighted by recent trends in 
milk prices. In 2016, milk prices fell by nearly 50 
percent from their 2014 highs, yet because feed 
prices also fell substantially the income-over-
feed-cost margin used to trigger USDA safety 
net programs fell by a smaller amount. The net 
impact is dairy farmer revenue fell by $14.7 
billion from 2014 to 2016. Dairy-RP is designed 
to help farmers manage against these 
unanticipated declines in revenue and, if 

http://fmmaclev.com/MailBoxes/Mailbox2016.pdf
http://fmmaclev.com/MailBoxes/Mailbox2016.pdf
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approved, would be offered in addition to 
margin-based insurance products currently 
available to dairy farmers. 

How Does Dairy-RP Work? 

The concept is simple. Dairy-RP would protect 
dairy farmers against quarterly revenue losses 
caused by declines in the value of milk or milk 
components, or unexpected declines in milk 
production. 

For each quarterly policy, the farmer would 
choose either a milk- or component-based 
pricing policy. For a milk price policy, the farmer 
would choose an average milk price for the 
quarter based on a combination of Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange milk futures for Class III 
and IV milk. For a component-based policy, the 
farmer would choose the amount of milkfat and 
protein to cover during the quarter. These 
component levels are multiplied by the implied 
CME prices for butterfat, protein and other milk 
solids to determine the component-value of the 
milk. 

The farmer would then choose how much milk 
production to cover during the quarter. The 
farmer’s elected volume of milk will be indexed 
using average expected state milk yield per 
cow. For example, a farmer electing to insure 1 
million pounds of milk with an expected state 
average milk yield of 5,000 pounds per cow 
would be covering the equivalent of 200 milking 
cows (1,000,000÷5,000 = 200). These animal 
unit equivalents would be used to determine 
the actual state-indexed milk production 
volume and actual revenue once USDA 
announced the final milk and component prices. 

The expected revenue during the quarter would 
be the product of the value of milk and the 
amount of covered milk. The dairy farmer 
would then select between 70 and 90 percent 
of revenue coverage he or she wishes to insure 
for the quarter. The product of the expected 
revenue and the coverage level is the Dairy-RP 
revenue guarantee. With a 90 percent coverage 

level, the farmer is electing a 10 percent policy 
deductible. 

Once the monthly milk and component prices 
are announced for the quarter, and USDA’s milk 
production report identifies the actual milk 
production per cow for each state, the state-
indexed actual revenue will be compared 
against the revenue guarantee. If the actual 
revenue is below the guarantee, the farmer is 
paid a policy indemnity based on the difference. 
If the state-indexed actual revenue is above the 
revenue guarantee the farmer pays only the 
policy premium. Figure 3 identifies this 
indemnification process for a milk price policy 
covering 4 million pounds during a quarter.  

 

Importantly, under Dairy-RP a farmer has only 
four decisions to make: 
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The value of milk protected; 

The amount of milk production to cover; 

The level of coverage (from 70 to 90 percent of 
the revenue guarantee); and 

Which quarterly contracts he/she wishes to 
purchase. 

Dairy-RP insurance policies would be sold daily 
and would insure a quarter of milk production. 
Policies would be sold by USDA-approved 
insurance providers and could be purchased 
voluntarily for an individual quarter, or a strip of 
quarters, up to 5 quarters out. The price of the 
policy would vary daily based on the farmer-
selected parameters and on the expected risk in 
the market. 

Like other crop insurance policies, USDA would 
provide a premium discount to purchase Dairy-
RP and the discount would increase as the 
farmer’s elected deductible increased, i.e. 70 
coverage has a higher premium discount than 
90 percent coverage.  Preliminary economic 
analyses indicate that a Dairy-RP policy, 
covering 90 percent of the milk revenue, could 
cost 5 to 40 cents per hundredweight, 
depending on the quarter of the year covered 
and other policy parameters. 

Summary 

The success of federal insurance programs is 
well documented. Insurance policies cover most 
of the field crop acreage planted each year. In 

2016, nearly 90 percent of all corn, wheat, 
soybean, cotton and rice acres were protected 
by an insurance policy. For many of these crops, 
revenue-based policies represent 80 to 90 
percent of all policies sold. In addition to field 
crops, insurance policies covering price or 
margin risk are available for cattle, swine, lamb 
and dairy cattle. 

Farmers pay billions of dollars in premiums each 
year for insurance, and if market prices, yields 
or revenues decline, farmers receive indemnity 
payments. In 2016, due to declining crop prices, 
$2.2 billion in insurance indemnities were made 
on behalf of corn, cotton, rice, soybean and 
wheat farmers. Dairy-RP would have provided 
similar protection in 2015 and 2016 when milk 
prices fell by nearly 50 percent and the total 
U.S. farm value of milk fell by nearly $15 billion. 

Dairy farmers need additional risk management 
tools that reflect the diversity of milk 
production. While Farm Bureau continues to 
work to improve the dairy safety nets available 
from USDA, the efforts to develop a new 
revenue-based insurance product will greatly 
improve the dairy safety net by providing 
another option in the risk management toolbox. 

In efforts to get additional farmer input on 
Dairy-RP, American Farm Bureau Insurance 
Services is hosting an online survey for dairy 
farmers 
at www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com. 
Farmer input will be used for market research 
and for further policy development. 
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Human milk bank, Irvinestown: Operation of milk bank ‘could be 
affected by Brexit 

19th August 

http://www.impartialreporter.com/news/15479989.Operation_of_Irvinestown_human_milk_bank____could_be_affected_by_
Brexit/ 

 

he operation of Ireland’s only human milk 
bank, based in Irvinestown, could be 

affected by Brexit, an Irish Labour Senator has 
claimed. 

Senator Kevin Humphreys recently launched a 
breast-feeding policy paper in which he stated: 
“Despite the risks of Brexit, and the proven 
benefits of a donor milk bank, there are 
currently no plans to develop such a facility in 
Ireland. The Labour Party believes that access to 
a milk bank is essential for all women on the 
island. If the Government cannot secure a 
commitment to maintain existing access levels 
to the milk bank at Irvinestown, then the HSE 
and Department of Health should commit to 
developing one.” 

In an interview with The Sunday Times, he said 
it was clear that there was “no plan” and no 
forward thinking on the part of the Irish 
Government to ensure the life-saving supply of 
milk continued to be accessible. “The only thing 
that is clear is that Brexit will affect the milk 
bank detrimentally and there is no plan to 
minimise that, which is all the more reason why 
we need to go to a Plan B and develop our own 
milk bank,” he said. 

The human milk bank on Irvinestown’s Mill 
Street was established 17 years ago by former 
health visitor Ann McCrea and is staffed by the 
Western Health and Social Care Trust. The 
facility collects, processes and stores human 
milk and makes it available to sick babies in 
hospitals and other specialist baby units 
throughout Ireland. 

Milk needed in an emergency usually travels by 
the Blood Bike Service. It is deep frozen and 
travels in insulated boxes. This service could 
potentially be affected by border controls. 

Routine hospital supplies travel by hospital 
transport, Translink or An Post Express Post. 
Last year, 500 donations were sent to the Milk 
Bank and 900 babies received milk. The 
previous year 1,500 litres of milk was sent to 
units around Ireland helping approximately 850 
babies including 90 sets of twins and 17 sets of 
triplets.  

The Labour policy paper points out that, in 
2015, 349 babies in the Republic used the Milk 
Bank for medical purposes. Access to donated 
breastmilk is essential for supporting some 
premature babies. For example, Necrotising 
Enterocolitis (NEC) is a serious and often fatal 
illness which can be fought with breast milk. 

The HSE has confirmed that there are no plans 
to build a separate facility in the Republic in 
preparation for Brexit and the HSE’s assistant 
national director of health, Kevin Kelleher told 
The Times: “In the event of a hard Brexit it will 
remain a priority to ensure babies born sick or 
premature in maternity hospitals of the 
Republic of Ireland will continue to receive 
breast milk.” 

The Irish Department for Health told the Sunday 
newspaper that “ensuring minimum disruption 
to the border was a key concern during Brexit 
negotiations” and “as part of the department’s 
analysis and contingency planning in relation to 
Brexit, it is currently examining these issues and 
planning for a range of possible scenarios.” 

T 
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A spokeswoman from the Northern Ireland 
Department of Health told The Impartial 
Reporter: “The Human Milk Bank in 
Irvinestown, Co Fermanagh, provided by the 
Western Health and Social Care Trust, is an 
excellent service for babies throughout the 
north and south of Ireland which is not 
dependent on EU funding or based on any EU 

legislative framework. Therefore, access and co-
operation should continue after Brexit in March 
2019. The Department will continue to monitor 
the outcome of the UK Government’s EU Exit 
negotiations and will consider any emerging 
issues which could potentially impact on this 
valued service.” 

 

 

 

They're sung to while being milked, enjoy daily massages and are fed 
on digestive biscuits. But would you pay £2.60 for a pint from the 
world's happiest cows? 

 
By Jane Fryer for the Daily Mail 

PUBLISHED: 00:46 BST, 19 August 2017 | UPDATED: 01:08 BST, 19 August 2017 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4804260/Would-pay-2-60-milk-world-s-happiest-cows.html 

eep in the lush Rutland hills, amid 

swooping swallows, clouds of butterflies, 

clumps of thistles, plump glossy blackberries 

and majestic oak trees, 25 cows munch and 

masticate. 

Their meaty flanks gleam. Their eyes shine. 

Their pink udders glow as their tails swish and 

sway. They are calm, zen-like, almost, as they 

wallow in bovine bliss. 

And so they should be. For these are Ahimsa 

cows — the luckiest cows in the world. They live 

on 48 acres of cow heaven, eating only the 

tenderest, tastiest organic grass available — 

plus the odd organic carrot or digestive biscuit 

as a treat. 

 

Dairy delight: Jane Fryer tries her hand at 
milking Buttercup 

They are fussed over, sung to, stroked, 
groomed, massaged, respected and revered. 
They have names such as Buttercup, Violet, 
Jasmine, Rosie and Cowslip and, however old 
they get, will never, ever, find themselves 
looking a steel bolt or electric stun gun in the 
eye. 

Their extraordinary good fortune is all thanks to 
Nicola Pazdzierska, 57, and Sanjay Tanna, 52, 
who set up the not-for-profit Ahimsa Dairy 
Foundation (Ahimsa means 'cruelty-free' in 

D 
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Sanskrit) in 2011 after spending time at 
Bhaktivedanta Manor (the vast stately pile in 
Kent given by Beatle George Harrison to the 
Hare Krishna movement in 1973). 

'They were our inspiration, seeing how 
beautifully they looked after their cows,' says 
Nicola. 

So, in 2007, with six cows from Bhaktivedanta, 
Nicola and Sanjay started their own cow welfare 
programme. Ever since, they have dedicated 
their lives to ensuring that this family of 11 
dairy cows, four retired milkers and an 
assortment of bulls and calves enjoy a long life 
of unparalleled luxury. Along the way — and 
only if they fancy it — the cows produce some 
of the thickest and creamiest 'raw' 
(unpasteurised) milk in Britain. 

 

At £4.50 a litre, it is also surely the most 
expensive. It's nine times the cost of Sainsbury's 
bog-standard milk. That's £2.60 a pint, for 
goodness' sake. 

But according to Nicola and Sanjay — and, 
presumably also the hundreds of loyal 
customers on their waiting list for the 60 or so 
litres Buttercup and co produce each day — it's 
worth it. 

'Of course our milk is expensive. We charge a 
lot for it, but that enables our cows to live long 
and happy lives,' says Nicola. 'It is beautiful. It is 
golden. It is the best. It is full of goodness. It is 
very labour-intensive.' 

Indeed. Every evening, the animals are hand-
milked by one of three cowherds, each of whom 
will lean a forehead on their warm flank, and 
sing softly or chant mantras as they tug gently 
with their muscular forearms. 

'There is none of that nasty 'bish bash bosh' of 
the milking machine three times a day,' says 
Nicola. 

'The cow is the hardest working animal on the 
farm and we wanted to celebrate, love and 
respect them. Say thank you and give them 
their natural rights,' adds Sanjay. 

There are no cramped indoor stalls with barely 
enough space to turn round and no genetically 
modified foodstuffs shipped in from South 
America. Instead, the cows potter round 
pastures and barns as they please, snack on 
hay, silage and organic pellets, are bred only 
when they look ready — and are never 
artificially inseminated, as happens to most 
cows in Britain. 

'Here, we send them off for a nice play with a 
bull,' says Sanjay. 

Indeed, the very mention of artificial 
insemination makes Nicola blanch. 'It's bad 
enough for the cows, but a bull is a magnificent 
creature,' she says. 'To be locked in stalls and 
milked for semen . . .' 

They even let the cows wean their offspring for 
a full six months. (The average for commercial 
farms is four days). 

It is an idyllic set-up — peaceful, ageless and 
rural; with gently-lowing, cud-chewing, tail-
swooshing animals straight from Thomas Hardy 
(if you ignore the plastic tags bobbing in their 
ears). 

But the overheads are high. The land alone cost 
£365,000. Somehow, thanks to Ahimsa 
'membership' fees, donations, celebrity 
endorsements — pop veterans and animal-
lovers Chrissie Hynde and Brian May are both 
great fans — and a bank loan, Nicola and Sanjay 
cobbled together the money and moved the 
cows in at the end of April. 

Even so, it's hard to see how 60 litres of milk a 
day, however expensive, is going to pay the 
bills. Even if they sold this amount of milk every 
day, that would make a total of £270 a day and 
£98,550 a year. 
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This doesn't include the times when the cows' 
milk dries up, their fertility wanes or they get ill. 
There's no question of turning them into 
burgers, as most cows are after five or six years. 
'We hope they'll live to 18 or 20,' says Sanjay. 

 

 

It's hard to see how 60 litres of milk a day, 
however expensive, is going to pay the bills 

All the while, they'll be treated with natural 
remedies. Only in extremis are antibiotics used. 

'We would nurse them as you would a sick 
relative or a parent. To the death,' says Nicola. 

But what if they're in pain — would you put 
them out of their misery? I ask. 'Only in the 
most extreme circumstances,' says Sanjay in 
hushed tones. 

He tells of one cow which, last year, had a brain 
haemorrhage and was given three days to live 
by the vet but, since being relocated to a 
sanctuary in East Sussex, has made a full 
recovery. 

'We go the whole hog here,' Nicola explains. 
'We're hoping to open a cow hospital soon. This 
is a commitment for life. And not just to these 
cows, but their calves. And their calves' calves.' 

When cows do finally go to the great pasture in 
the sky, the full team gather for a memorial 
service — prayers, and maybe some chanting, 
to celebrate their life. 

'It's a terrible thing when they pass on, just 
terrible', says Nicola. 

As a teenager growing up on the outskirts of 
Sheffield, Nicola worked on a farm, but then 
moved to London and spent years working as 
communications executive in the public sector. 

Her epiphany came when she visited 
Bhaktivedanta Manor. 

'I was milking by hand, I was driving the oxen. I 
was drawn to cows.' 

Today, she lives and breathes them. There are 
pictures of the herd all over her house, she has 
just finished writing a book about them and, 
when she's on holiday, she misses them so 
much the cowherds send her photos. 

The feeling is clearly mutual. As we wander 
through fields, they follow her, nuzzling and 
nudging her with their enormous heads and 
edging close with their bodies. 

'They love her,' says Sanjay. 'She's like their 
mum.' 

'People think I'm obsessed by cows and I am, 
totally!' she says, cheerily. 'The more you get to 
know them and appreciate their foibles and 
personalities, the stronger the passion 
becomes.' Which is a good thing, because caring 
for this herd is hard work.  

Nicola and Sanjay spend their lives travelling up 
and down the motorway from home in Watford 
to Rutland. They work through the night at 
weekends to bottle milk in a lorry trailer 
converted into a mobile processing plant. It's 
sold in North London farmers' markets and by 
mail order. 

And this is just the beginning, for they have 
grand plans. As well as the hospital, they're 
developing a raw gouda cheese and planning an 
'interactive' visitor centre. 

They hope to put the bulls to work pulling carts, 
ploughing fields and grinding flour. 

'The girls pull their weight, but at the moment 
the boys do nothing other than fertilise the 
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pasture,' explains Sanjay — who hopes to 
develop a farming model that others can copy. 
'We are part of a movement towards slaughter-
free farming,' he adds. 

Critics say this is utterly unfeasible — it would 
require at least four times as many cows to 
match the 1.2 billion litres of milk produced 
each month in the UK. 

This would increase methane levels dangerously 
— cows are notorious for gas production — 
contributing to global warming. 

But Nicola has little truck with such naysayers. 
'I've never been convinced by the methane 
argument,' she says. 'And we'd rather people 
drank less milk, but better milk — that hasn't 
been treated until there's nothing left.' 

Their most audacious plan, however, is to go 
electricity-free and generate power by 
harnessing the energy in cow dung. 

The passion and commitment of the duo is 
extraordinary and this is a glorious Utopian 
scene, tinged with sadness for the millions of 
cows missing out. While they are constantly 
being offered rescue animals, they have strict 
criteria. Not least that all their cows have to 
have been sired by a bull, not by artificial 
insemination. 

By now, it's milking time. I chat to John, one of 
the cowherds, who comes from Oldham. He 

was a lab technician until he discovered the 
Hare Krishna organisation. Aged 47, he looks 20 
years younger. 

'I love being with the cows,' he says. 'If you're 
feeling low, they make you feel better. They're 
clever; they learn quickly and they know their 
names. If I call one for milking, she'll come 
trotting in.' 

After he's tenderly sponged Buttercup's udders, 
cooed in her ear and given her a bucket of 
nuggets, he teaches me to milk her. 

It is wonderfully grounding. A cow, a stool, a 
metal bucket, four rubbery pink teats and a 
warm black flank to lean my head on. 

'They sometimes withhold if they don't like 
you,' he warns. 

But Buttercup is feeling generous. The milk 
froths hotly into the bucket as I tug gently and 
breathe in the farmyard smell. 

Afterwards, when it has been chilled (but not 
pasteurised) and I've got over my surprise at 
how golden and shimmery and thick with cream 
it is, I try some and am immediately transported 
back to the summer pasture. 

I can taste the lush, green grass, the sweet 
buttercups, the soft clover. In fact, you can 
almost taste the cows' sun-drenched happiness. 
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Raw milk's popularity rises despite laws against its sale 

 

10:46 AM, Aug 18, 2017 

http://www.kshb.com/news/health/raw-milks-popularity-rises-despite-laws-against-its-sale 

ANSAS CITY, Mo. - Despite laws against its 
sale, raw milk continues to grow in 

popularity. 

Raw milk is milk that has not been pasteurized. 

The CDC and FDA say raw milk poses a serious 
risk to those that drink it, but many swear it has 
great health benefits. 

Under Kansas and Missouri law it's illegal to sell 
in a retail or market setting. 

You can only buy it if you go directly to a raw 
milk farmer. 

But despite the restrictions, the demand for raw 
milk is growing. 

"Over the last 3 or 4 months we have picked up 
new customers every week," Dan West, owner 
of Peaceful Hills Farm, a raw milk farm in Grain 
Valley said. "The public is speaking and paying 
with their dollar." 

West is well aware of the controversy that 
surrounds Raw Milk. 

"Whatever the debate is, the facts and my 
personal experience with my customers is 
completely different," West said. "When I weigh 
all the benefits and when I hear my customers 
haven't felt this good since they were kids, I 
look the health benefits of consuming raw 

dairy and by far they outweigh any of the 
negatives." 

The government disagrees. 
The CDC and FDA have several warnings about 
raw milk on their websites. The CDC says raw 
milk carries disease-causing germs, including 
bacteria, viruses, and parasites. The 
organization says the risk of an outbreak caused 
by raw milk is at least 150 times higher than the 
risk of pasteurized milk. 

The Dairy Farmers of America, the largest dairy 
co-op in the U.S., says pasteurization saves 
lives. 

"The vast majority of milk in the U.S. is 
pasteurized and there is a reason. It's because 
it’s regulated and should be pasteurized," John 
Wilson, senior vice president and chief fluid 
marketing officer for the DFA, said. "It's a 
simple human safety issue." 

Still that hasn't stopped people from asking for 
raw milk at farmers’ markets and stores. 

West is hoping that its popularity forces change. 

"I do think that America is going to have to 
wake up and officials are going to have to 
change some of their thinking," West said. "I'd 
love to see Missouri be one of the states that 
we could actually distribute it through a health 
food store." 

 

 

 

K 

http://www.kshb.com/news/health/raw-milks-popularity-rises-despite-laws-against-its-sale
https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/rawmilk/raw-milk-index.html
https://www.fda.gov/Food/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/ucm079516.htm


 

63 
    

Visionary leader a true farming legend 

17 Aug 2017 

http://www.farmingahead.com.au/insight/from-the-editor/visionary-leader-a-true-farming-legend/ 

ow it will also be linked to “legend”, as 
John accepts the Kondinin Group and ABC 

Rural 2017 Farming Legend of the Year Award. 

John is a founding partner of Ashgrove 
Farms and up until his retirement during 2012, 
was the Chairman of the Ashgrove Cheese Pty 
Ltd. With an integrated business approach, John 
headed Ashgrove Farms helping it become one 
of the strongest, most successful dairy farming 
family businesses in Australia with Ashgrove 
Cheese Pty Ltd to become one of Australia’s 
leading premium independent dairy brands and 
on-farm manufacturers. 

But John is humble in his achievements, and 
puts it all down to just getting on with things 
and doing what he thought was right for his 
family and the dairy industry. 

“My focus has always been the farm and how 
we as an industry could work together to make 
things better,” John said. 

“I initiated the idea of starting on-farm 
processing during the early 80’s, when 
unemployment in North-West Tasmania was 
high. 

“Together with my brother Michael and son 
Paul, we began building the ‘factory in a 
paddock’ during the off-dairy season. We could 
process milk, cheese, cream and butter all on-
farm. It got a lot of attention because at the 
time it was pretty unique, but that is where 
Ashgrove started and I am very proud of how 
far we have come.” 

In addition to building a successful business and 
brand, the past 60 years has seen John play a 
significant role in shaping the modern 
Australian Dairy Industry. He has a strong 
commitment to dairy research and helping dairy 

farmers and manufacturers to better compete, 
grow and stay market relevant.    

John played a considerable role in the 
development of the Australian Dairy Herd 
Improvement Scheme, which was formed 
during 1982.     

“Establishing the scheme involved significant 
challenges as it needed all States to cooperate 
and provide the data required to identify the 
best animals genetically in the national dairy 
herd,” John said. 

“We managed to get everyone talking and 
today we see how successful the scheme has 
been. Dairy cows in Australia are as good as 
anywhere in the world.”  

John was also involved in the reforms 
implemented to the industry’s marketing 
system during the 1980s. Up until 1983 the 
dairy industry operated under an outdated 
marketing system developed during the 1930s, 
with the need to change widely recognised. 
Under John’s leadership the industry remained 
united and could successfully negotiate 
essential reforms to the industry’s structure. 

Paul Bennett, Chairman of Ashgrove Cheese and 
John’s son, is incredibly proud of his father’s 
contribution to the Australian dairy and farming 
industries. 

“I don’t think there is a person who has done 
more for agriculture in Tasmania and in 
Australia than my father,” Paul said. 

“To be as progressive as he was and to 
recognise the food movement 30 years ago, and 
the concepts of premium branding, shows 
incredible foresight. We now employ 100 
people across the factory and the farms, with a 
multi-million-dollar turnover.”  
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“Dad has never been out to make a huge 
personal financial gain from what he does. 
Everything has been invested back into the farm 
and into the Tasmanian community. That’s just 
what he does.” 

Mayor of Meander Valley Council, Craig Perkins, 
said John is a “bit of a legend” in the region. 

“John is well known in the community of 
Elizabeth Town and Deloraine, in terms of 

growing their dairy business,” Mayor Perkins 
said. 

“He is an innovator, a risk-taker, who was 
prepared to grow and protect his business 
through things like investing in rotary dairies, 
state-of-the-art irrigation and his own hydro-
electricity on the farm.” 

 

 

Market report: Dairy 

August 16, 2017 7:30pm 

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/decisionag/market-report-dairy/news-

story/73b8f00d58e8f817f3a638643ce93f47 

 

SIGNWRITERS must be doing a roaring trade, a 
dairy farmer chuckled early last month. 

He was referring to the movement of milk 
between factories. It is common for dairy 
farmers to have a sign at the entrance to their 
farm carrying the logo of the processor they 
supply. It acts, mostly, as a signal to the tanker 
driver collecting the milk. 

Following the weekend of July 15-16 many new 
signs hung on gates as farmers swapped 
processors to cover production costs and even 
make some money or as a protest against their 
former supplier. For many it was the first time 
their family business had swapped processors. 

The movement was anticipated. Dairy farmers 
get paid on the 15th of each month. With the 
new season starting on July 1 — and a new 
price — farmers were waiting for their June 
milk cheque, which included incentives from 
their former supplier, before they moved. 

More milk movement is expected this month, as 
dairy farmers finish contracts. 

It is now clear dairy giant Murray Goulburn has 
lost a lot of the white stuff, following its 
dramatic price cut in April 2016. Fonterra 
confirmed it had gained more than 50 new 
suppliers and will have processed two billion 
litres by the end of the season. 

On July 24 Murray Goulburn announced it will 
receive 2.3 billion litres of milk in 2017-18, a 
drop of 200 million litres from its season 
forecast. It is 34 per cent down on its milk 
intake of 3.5 billion litres 

in 2015-16. 

At that time Murray Goulburn dominated the 
Australian milk industry, with 36.6 per cent of 
an almost 9.7-billion litre national milk pool. 
According to Dairy Australia, at the end of May, 
the national milk production was just below 8.4 
billion litres with a month to go in the 2016-17 
season. 

Murray Goulburn remains Australia’s largest 
dairy processor, but there is a question over 
how long it can retain its title. Rival processors 
report waiting lists of dairy farmers wanting to 

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/decisionag/market-report-dairy/news-story/73b8f00d58e8f817f3a638643ce93f47
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move from Murray Goulburn. Milk movement 
has far-reaching effects. 

“On an industry level it creates an extra 
element of volatility,” Dairy Australia analyst 
John Droppert explains. “Farmers need to make 
the smartest commercial decision for their own 
business, it is not a bad thing per se … but there 
are a lot of fixed assets in the dairy industry.” 

“On an industry level the assets can’t move with 
the milk, (there’s) individuals stuck with assets 
that aren’t utilised.” 

Many observers now wonder how much milk 
can actually be processed outside Murray 
Goulburn. 

In June, Murray Goulburn said the co-operative 
would no longer accept excess seasonal milk 
from rival processors. Murray Goulburn has 
historically processed milk for other processors 
between October and December — the peak 
production time. 

Murray Goulburn supplier relations director 
Cameron Smith said the co-operative had 
“recently taken steps to optimise its 
manufacturing footprint in response to milk 
intake via the closure of three processing sites”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Processors will now be responsible for their 
own excess milk. Opinions are divided as to how 
this will work — or even if it will. 

Last month Lino Saputo Junior, the owner of 
Warrnambool Cheese and Butter, said his 
company would not turn away milk. He said the 
processor had more than one billion litres, a 
volume understood to make it the third largest 
processor, behind Fonterra and ahead of 
Parmalat and Bega Cheese. Parmalat has picked 
up new supply in Gippsland, while Bega has also 
taken on some new suppliers. 

As the days grow longer, the dairy industry is 
inching closer to the peak spring production 
months, when the impact will become evident. 
But at the end of the day, what flows through a 
factory’s stainless steel is determined inside the 
farm gate, regardless of whether it has a new 
sign or not. 

 


